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Ashford Notes
Yvonne Skipper writes
Welcome back to all those who have 
been away on holiday recently, espe-
cially to Rev. Clive after his summer 
break.  It’s good to have him back, but 
we are very grateful to all the retired 
clergy who have been so helpful with 
our services during his time.
On Sunday, 11th September we had a 
baptism in our service at Holy Trinity, 
when Sienna Marie Skipper was ac-
cepted into God’s family.  It was a 
lovely service, but then, as the proud 
grandmother, I suppose I may be a bit 
biased! (After worrying for days about 
all the children being very rowdy, I was 
so relieved when they behaved beauti-
fully.)  Thank you Clive, we all had a 
lovely day.
Our Harvest Supper this year will be 
held on Saturday, 8 October at 7.00pm 
for 7.30pm, in the War Memorial Insti-
tute.  It will be a joint event with Great 
Longstone and admission will be by 
ticket only.  These will be available 
from Ibbotson’s shop and will cost 
£4.50 for adults and £3.00 for Children.  
Volunteers for making trifles will be 
required, so a list will shortly be put on 
the table at the back of church for 
names  of those willing to help.  The 
Harvest service itself will be held on 
Sunday 16 October at the usual time of 
9.45am.

A couple of advance notices for 
putting in your diaries.  Our next 3-
choirs evensong will be at St. Giles 
Church on Sunday 6 November at 
6.30pm and on Saturday 12 Novem-
ber, Bishop Alistair will be installed 
as Bishop of Derby at a service in 
Derby Cathedral at 3.00pm.  It is 
hoped that at least two representatives 
from every parish will be present.   �

Friends of Longstone School 
Lottery winners August 2005
1st Mrs M Garrett
2nd  Ted & Judy Fraser-Smith 
3rd  Deborah Unwin
Winners in September 2005
1st Sheila Cole
2nd  Sara Clarke 
3rd  Sandra MelIor
Thank you to all who donated Sainsbury's 
Active Kids vouchers, we have ordered 38 
balls of various sizes and a set of large 
hoops. We have received our 2 Digital 
Cameras ordered from TESCO Comput-
ers vouchers but now they have a new 
campaign TESCO Sports vouchers, we 
are collecting these and also the Nestle 
box Top tokens. Sally Kehr                �



 

The Roman Catholic Church
6.15pm Saturday Mass at Bakewell
9am 1st Mass at Bakewell (Hassop 1st Sun.)
10.30am Mass at Hassop (Bakewell 1st Sun.)
4.30pm Eucharist Bakewell (2nd Sun).

Sundays & Festivals
2 Oct Sun Trinity 19
9 Oct Sun Trinity 20
16 Oct Sun Trinity 21
18 Oct Tues Luke the Evangelist
23 Oct Sun Last after Trinity
28 Oct Fri Simon & Jude, Apostles
30 Oct Sun 4th before Advent

October Services at Ashford
2 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
6 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
9 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
13 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
16 Sun 9.45am Harvest Festival
   Sung Eucharist
20 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
23 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
27 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
30 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist

October Services at Sheldon
2 Sun 3pm Harvest Festival
9 Sun 9.00am Holy Communion
23 Sun 9.00am Holy Communion

The Methodist Chapel
Great Longstone

Minister - The Rev. Margaret Roe 812195

Sunday Services at 10.30am

October Services at St. Giles
2 Sun 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
  11.15am Harvest Festival
   Family Service
  6.30pm Evensong
5 Wed 9.30am School Assembly
  10.00am Holy Communion (MU)
9 Sun 11.15am Sung Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong
16 Sun   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
  11.15am Sung Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong
19 Wed 9.30am School Harvest
   Festival Service
  11am Holy Communion
   at Thornhill House
23 Sun 11.15am Sung Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong
30 Sun 11.15am United Churches  
   Service at Wardlow
  6.30pm Evensong

October Services at Wardlow
2 Sun 9am Holy Communion
16 Sun 9am Family Service
30 Sun 11.15am United Churches
   Holy Communion

SUNNY GARDEN
DESIGN &

MAINTENANCE
Contact Neil Horton 
Tel. 01629 640210 
or 0114 2883239 

·  General garden maintenance. 

·  Turfing. 

·  Planting -full range of plants available

·  Weed killing/weed control

·  Rockery designing a specialty. 
·  Clearing over grown areas. 

·  Lawn and hedge cutting service. 

·  Commercial and Domestic. 

·  Free estimates for all garden work. 

·  Responsible, Professional, Reliable 
and Friendly service 



Revd Clive Thrower writes

Last month the Diocesan Pastoral 
Committee approved a plan to unite 
Ashford and Sheldon churches with 
Bakewell and Over Haddon churches.  
This will not happen immediately but 
when I retire in 2007, however, we have a 
vacancy at Bakewell and Over Haddon 
following the retirement of Canon 
Urquhart in August and the appointment 
process is underway to replace Edmund. 
The churches have to draw up a Parish 
Profile that both describes the parish and 
states what plans and visions people have 
for the future. Ashford and Sheldon will 
participate in the new appointment as 
eventually the vicar of Bakewell will also 
be their vicar. 
The profile is to be completed by 
November 2nd and a meeting will take 
place with the church council members and 
the bishop on December 1st. Following this 
meeting the bishop will have a document 
to guide him as what sort of clergyperson 
might be suitable, and prospective 
candidates have a job spec. to look at. Two 
representatives (usually the 
churchwardens) will conduct the interview 
with suitable candidates. Ordinary church 
members are urged to make their ideas 
known to the PCC members – what vision 
do you have for your church over the next 
few years, and what qualities do you feel 
are needed in the new incumbent? Try to 
avoid being drawn into “either/or” 
discussions as it is quite reasonable to have 
a vision that values tradition and seeks new 
ways.
Some points to note are that the 
representatives will be asked to look at 
prospective clergy one at a time, they will 
not have a set of candidates to choose from 
as in a normal job interview. There is a 
freeze on appointments from outside the 

Derby diocese so it may take some time for 
the new person to arrive. In the interim 
period, I as Rural Dean, have the 
responsibilities of the vicar for Bakewell, 
Over Haddon and Rowsley churches. 
The Diocesan Pastoral Committee also 
approved the formation of two Mission 
and Ministry Areas (MMA) for this 
deanery. A Hope Valley MMA with 7 
churches and 2 clergy, and a South MMA 
with 18 churches stretching from 
Birchover to Eyam. The South will be 
staffed by 4 stipendiary clergy plus the 
priest in charge of Edensor and Beeley 
working in an informal team arrangement. 
The team will be expanded to include non-
stipendiary clergy, licensed readers and 
some leading laity. This arrangement 
should yield the valued traditional 
benefice link of a clergyperson for each 
church and bringing together the gifts and 
resources of people and places over a 
wider area to achieve mission goals not 
possible by any individual church working 
alone or just in its own benefice.
All this will not be accomplished in our 
own strength but with the power of the 
Holy Spirit at work in us. So we must take 
this new phase in the church’s life forward 
in prayer, and in loving respectful listening 
to each other for the Spirit’s guidance to 
our church and for the communities we 
seek to serve.                                         �

Local Church Re-organisation



off the wall and was inspired to write “The 
Mikado”.  The two men were reunited and 
the last operetta they wrote together was 
“The Grand Duke”.
There are many anecdotes about the 
characters of the two men, which were 
very different.  Many of their operas were 
produced in the USA, where unfortunately 
Gilbert & Sullivan did not have copyright.  
In his work Gilbert poked fun at the 
establishment and every facet of life 
appeared in his operas, many things of 
which are still appropriate today.
The Dore Gilbert & Sullivan Society has 
appeared in costume to sing at Chatsworth 
and was photographed with the Duke.  Mr. 
Tolson showed members many props and 
explained how they were made.  He also 
showed a variety of costumes and hats.
Mrs. K. McGlynn thanked the speaker for 
his interesting talk and said she enjoyed 
appearing as a member of an operatic 
society.
Mrs. A Lindsay won the competition for a 
theatrical item, with an exotic emperor’s 
jacket, she had brought back from China.
Mrs. J. Frampton won the raffle and tea 
and biscuits were served.
NEXT MEETING: 6 October- speaker Mr. 
D. Haley on “2000 years of calligraphy”
Competition – “A piece of calligraphy” �

Ashford WI
Jean Beard writes
On 1 September president, Mrs. Ann 
Lindsay, welcomed Mr. Mike Tolson, a 
member of the Dore Gilbert & Sullivan 
Society, who spoke about the librettist and 
musician.
Mr. Tolson grew up in a musical family 
and for a short time had piano lessons, but 
soon gave them up and took up singing.  
His first appearance was in a school 
production of “The Pirates of Penzance”; 
his second was “Yeomen of the Guard”, 
after which he decided to look into the 
history of Gilbert & Sullivan.
Sullivan wrote music and Gilbert became a 
not very successful lawyer and wrote 
pieces for Punch, ballads and books.  
D’Oyley Carte brought them together, after 
discovering that most operettas were 
continental.  Their first production was 
“Trial by Jury”.  Gilbert read plots to 
Sullivan, who would then compose the 
music.  D’Oyley Carte expected to be able 
to do a production every two years.  
Sullivan wanted to write different music, 
with the result that he separated from 
Gilbert, so he could write the sort of music 
he liked. Gilbert was influenced by a visit 
to a Japanese Exhibition, when a sword fell 
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Sheldon News
Ethel Plumtree writes
The August bank holiday cream teas 
held in the Hartington Memorial Hall 
were very well supported and raised 
£137 for the hall fund, and the charity 
stall made £63 for Derbyshire Dales 
Crossroads, thanks to all who helped.
On September 10th Ralph Lord held the 
horticultural show in the Hartington 
Memorial Hall. The John Lomas Tro-
phy for best in show was won by Brian 
Greasley, the winner of the Margaret 
and Jack Junior Cup was Emily Turner. 
Although it rained all day it didn’t 
dampen the spirits of the supporters, as 
a result £95 from this event will be 
divided between the hall and Sheldon 
church.
Now for an update on the vandalism 
around the village, first the launders 
and downspout on the bus shelter were 
taken down and broken beyond repair, 
and the ‘bad bend’ hazard sign on John-
son Lane disappeared. Then in a field 
not far from Magpie mine a wall was 
knocked down and the stone thrown in 
a nearby trough, but worst of all a stone 
was placed to hold down the ball cock 
so that the water ran continuously. It 
flowed for 3 days wasting thousands of 
gallons of water before the farmer real-
ized what had happened. Then last 
week an electric fence meter was taken 
from a field near Field Grove Lane.
Next skip collection 26th November. �

Patrick McLoughlin
Member of Parliament

You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Email: mcloughlinp@parliament.uk

Regular advice bureaux
Please call for details: 01332 558125

Working for West Derbyshire

Gt. Longstone Pre-School

Shopping
Party Night
Ashford Institute

Thursday 20th October
7.30pm – 9.30pm

This is a great opportunity to shop 
locally and avoid the tiresome trail 
into town. There will be a variety 
of stalls selling cosmetics, hand-
bags, toiletries, candles and many 

other gifts.

Admission £2 including free glass 
of wine.



 

Can You Help?
Linda Foster writes

The number of people 
on the church flower 
rota has dwindled re-
cently, and we are 
now down to just five.  
If we are to keep the 
church looking beau-

tiful for our worship and for our many 
visitors to enjoy, we need a little help.
There are no flowers in church during 
Lent and Advent, so we have approxi-
mately 40 weeks to cover in the year.  
Each person’s flowers stay in church for 
a fortnight, which reduces the number of 
rota dates to 20, so just two or three extra 
names would ease the load!
Whilst pedestal arrangements look abso-
lutely stunning, and we are extremely 
grateful to those amongst us who are 
willing and able to create them, vases of 
flowers are equally acceptable.  Most of 
us, men included, are able to ‘pop’ a few 
flowers into a vase and make them look 
attractive, so, go on, give it a go, nobody 
is going to criticise, we’re just delighted 
to see the church looking alive with the 
beauty of God’s creation! 
£10 is to be made available from the 
church flower fund, each fortnight, to 
help with expenses.  Jenny Spafford, who 
has recently moved into the village, has 
kindly offered to help and if you would 
like to join us too, or require any further 
information, please let me (Linda Foster) 
know. 
Thank you.                                             �

Bash 
Films

Sunday        
9 October
  7:30pm 
  Bakewell   
 Town Hall

A Very Long Engagement

From the director and star of "Amelie" 
(Jean-Pierre Jeunet and Audrey 
Tautou) comes a very different love 
story, "A Very Long Engagement," 
based on the acclaimed novel by 
Sebastien Japrisot. The film is set in 
France near the end of World War I 
in the deadly trenches of the Somme, 
in the gilded Parisian halls of power, 
and in the modest home of an indom-
itable provincial girl. It tells the story 
of this young woman's relentless, 
moving and sometimes comic search 
for her fiancée, who has disap-
peared. He is one of five French sol-
diers believed to have been 
court-martialed under mysterious cir-
cumstances and pushed out of an 
allied trench into an almost-certain 
death in no-man's land. What follows 
is an investigation into the arbitrary 
nature of secrecy, the absurdity of 
war, and the enduring passion, intui-
tion and tenacity of the human heart.  
The film is in French with English 
subtitles.                                        �



Ashford War Memorial Institute 
Dorothy Daybell writes

Roof repairs should be in progress or 
perhaps even finished – I don’t know how 
long they take.   The bar kitchen wall has 
been re-plastered and the next step is to 
move the radiator.   The new cooker was 
delivered and had to be returned – we await 
a new suitable electric point, or a different 
oven – fingers crossed’!
An old type “Occasional Permission” has 
been granted by the Magistrates for the 
“Live & Local” event on 26th November, 
but with the proviso that it may not be 
permitted by the council, who will take 
over the licensing from 24th November.   I 
can’t honestly see them bothering, can 
you???   But it is not comfortable living on 
such a knife-edge!   I shall be glad when 
everything settles down.                       �

Longstone
Hardy Plant

Nursery
Station Road

Great Longstone
A working nursery growing all our 
own high quality hardy perennials, 
ornamental grasses, herbs and 
shrubs using peat-free compost.
Find us 150yds on the right after 
turning onto Station Rd at the 

village green.

Open 1-5pm
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri.

Or telephone Lucy Wright
07762 083674 / 01629 640136



Magazine Contributions
Copy deadline for the November 
issue is Sun. 16 Oct. Disk or clean 
typed by Mon. 17 Oct.

Editor: e-mail to 
clive@thrower.org.uk or post to 
The Vicarage, Church Lane, 
Gt. Longstone, Bakewell DE45 1TB.

Ashford & Longstone Churches

SATURDAY 8th OCT. 2005
7.00pm for 7.30pm

ASHFORD
WAR MEMORIAL INSTITUTE

Tickets £4.50 and £3.00 for children
from Ibbotson’s of Ashford

or Longstone Churchwardens
Please bring your own wine, beer, soft 

drinks

Guide Dogs for the Blind
Dorothy Daybell writes

Chatsworth Country Fair is an annual 
“must” – they give us the site free so profits 
are up before we start! -  and after a very 
busy  weekend we had taken just over 
£2,600 and sold out of several items.

Wednesday 14th September was “Mrs. 
Pepper’s coffee morning” in the Institute 
and although it was not very well attended 
we took £200 – so many thanks to those 
who did come and to all the helpers for 
giving their time.   
Next stop – Buxton flag-day ….           �

Sunday School
Preparing for Exciting
Harvest Festival Service
Ian Pykett writes

On Sunday October 16 at 9.45 am we are 
looking forward to a very special Harvest 
Festival at Holy Trinity. The children 
have been very busy over the last few 
weeks preparing for this service, and 
would love to see as many friends, rela-
tives and, especially, children, come to 
see what they’ve been doing. So please 
put this date in your diary, and please 
invite all the children you know to join 
us on this special day!

We look forward to seeing everyone 
there!           �

Oxfam News  
Angela Bird writes 

We were thrilled to raise £800 at the 
Secret Gardens of Bakewell event on 
August 28th - a happy afternoon for 
garden owners and visitors alike.
The Global Express evening was also 
well supported and although that was 
more of an information evening, £300 
was raised, to be divided between Village 
Aid and Oxfam.

So thank you all for your support and if 
anyone would like to join the group you 
would be welcomed with open arms!   �

 


