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Guide Dogs
Our Bakewell flag-day on 30 April started 
off in quite a drizzle but by afternoon was 
more cheerful.   Bank Holiday weekend 
and a well-attended Farmers’ Market 
probably helped us land a wonderful 
£983.79.   Thanks also to our retired dogs 
Toby, Imogen and Adele,  working-dog 
Kirk and puppy Bates.   It was Bates’s last 
time with us because he’s now going off to 
be trained – but we also met puppy Harvey 
who will be helping us later this year (and 
as a black Lab. puppy he’s in danger of 
kidnap by you-know-who!).                 �

Photograph above
Heavy Gang and helpers be-
side the Sheepwash well after 
erecting the last board for the 
start to the well dressing week.



The Roman Catholic Church
6.15pm Saturday Mass at Bakewell
9am 1st Mass at Bakewell (Hassop 1st Sun.)
10.30am Mass at Hassop (Bakewell 1st Sun.)
4.30pm Eucharist Bakewell (2nd Sun.

Sundays & Festivals
5 June Sun Trinity 2
11 June Sat Barnabas the Apostle
12 June Sun Trinity 3
19 June Sun Trinity 4
24 June Fri Birth of John the Baptist
26 June Sun Trinity 5
29 June Wed Peter & Paul, Apostles

June Services at Wardlow
5 Sun 7pm Evensong
19 Sun 9am Holy Communion

June Services at Ashford
2 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
5 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
9 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
12 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
16 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
19 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
23 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
26 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
30  Thurs 10am Holy Communion

June Services at Sheldon
8 Sun 9.00am Holy Communion
11 Sat 2pm Marriage
22 Sun 9.00am Holy Communion

The Methodist Chapel
Great Longstone

Minister - The Rev. Margaret Roe 812195

Sunday Services at 10.30am

June Services at St. Giles
1 Wed 10am Midweek Communion
5 Sun 8am Holy Communion
  11.15am Family Service
  7pm service at Wardlow
12 Sun 11.15am Sung Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong
15 Wed 11am Holy Communion
   at Thornhill House
19 Sun 8am Holy Communion
  11.15am Sung Family 
   Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong
26 Sun   11.15am Sung Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong

Longstone
Hardy Plant

Nursery
Station Road
Nursery

Station Road
Great Longstone

A working nursery growing all our 
own high quality hardy perennials, 

ornamental grasses, herbs and 
shrubs using peat-free compost.
Find us 150yds on the right after 
turning onto Station Rd at the 

village green.

Open 1-5pm
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri.

Or tlephone Lucy Wright
07762 083674 / 01629 640136

Patrick McLoughlin
Member of Parliament

You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Email: mcloughlinp@parliament.uk

Regular advice bureaux
Please call for details: 01332 558125

Working for West Derbyshire



Chain Gang
Revd Clive Thrower writes
Hazel Blears, the Home Office minister is 
considering the idea of young offenders 
doing community service for offences 
being forced to wear high visibility 
uniforms.  It was not about "breaking 
rocks" in chain gangs, said Ms Blears, but 
observed that it would show justice was 
being done. As at 19 May a BBC voluntary 
poll on the subject showed 74.2% were for 
young offenders wearing uniforms when 
carrying out community service, and 
25.80% against.
Probation officers said naming and 
shaming offenders was counterproductive 
and would lead to more re-offending. It has 
also been rejected by the National 
Association for the Care and Resettlement 
of Offenders (Nacro).  Introducing 
uniforms or naming and shaming offenders 
is likely to humiliate and degrade them, 

making them resentful and not turn up for 
community punishment. It could also cause 
vigilante action by members of the 
community. 
This debate reminds me of the Genesis 
chapter 4 story of Cain and Abel.  Cain 
kills his brother Abel and as punishment 
the Lord banishes him from the land. Cain 
fears that as a homeless wanderer he will be 
killed for murdering Abel so the Lord 
places a mark on him as a protection 
against being set upon for revenge.  The 
punishment is banishment and hard work 
not further punishment.  The marking of 
community service offenders will be to add 
further hardship than the community 
service by the inevitable abuse they will 
suffer from vengeful members of the 
public. If we want to see offenders 
successfully re-integrated into society then 
we should respect them so that they are 
encouraged to return that respect. Respect 
should not be confused with fear.           �

Main Street, Great Longstone
Bakewell DE45 1TA 

• Free verbal valuations on a Monday 10 -12am.
• Sell your Antiques locally or in London.
• Maximise the price of your Antiques.

 • Advice on investing in antiques.
 • Competitively priced Insurance and Probate Valuations.
 • Single items to complete house contents undertaken.

For an appointment please phone Maureen Child or
Vivienne Milburn on 01629 640210 or Mobile 07870 238788.



Ashford WI
Jean Beard writes

At the meeting held on 5 May President, 
Mrs. Ann Lindsay, welcomed Mrs. Ruth 
Elliott, WI Advisor from the WI Executive, 
Mrs Ann Sullivan and Janet Millard from 
CAMDAD ND, together with some mem-
bers from Great Longstone WI.
Speaking first, Mrs Sullivan explained the 
work of CAMDAD, which is a Deaf & 
Hearing Support Group and pointed out the 
various difficulties experienced by people 
with hearing problems.  She told members 
of the many aids available to assist people, 
including twelve different telephones and 
various doorbells.  Mrs J. Spafford thanked 
Mrs. Sullivan for her interesting talk.
The next speaker was Mrs. Elliott, who 
explained the reasoning behind the two 
resolutions to be discussed at the WI AGM 
to be held at the Albert Hall.
The first resolution was “Care of the Envi-
ronment” and Mrs. Elliott spoke at length 
on the importance of recycling waste, 
wherever possible.  Many examples were 
mentioned including too much packaging 
and junk mail and the need to cut down on 
landfill sites.
The second resolution concerned the dif-
ference between the price per litre of milk 
paid to the dairy farmers, who produced the 
milk, and the price paid by the public.  
Many dairy farmers were struggling to 
make a profit and they also had competi-
tion from imported milk.  The resolution 
called for more support for dairy farmers.
Members were impressed by Mrs. Elliott’s 
detailed explanations and were invited to 
vote on these issues.
Mrs. J. Spafford won the competition for 
the most attractive jewellery box.
The visitors from Great Longstone won all 
the five raffle prizes.
The Committee served supper of bread & 
cheese and a glass of wine.

NEXT MEETING:  2 June - 
Speaker Mrs. Sheila Dyson 

on “Women in Flight”
Competition:  “An activity photograph”  �

Sheldon News
Ethel Plumtree writes

Cream teas held in the Hartington memo-
rial hall on May 1st raised £137 towards the 
hall fund  and the charity stall raised £73-
76p for Derbyshire Dales Crossroads. 
Thanks to all who supported and helped in 
any way.  The next cream teas will be on 
spring bank holiday May 29th   when the 
charity stall will again be for the Derby-
shire Dales Crossroads. 
The new family coming into Barley Corn 
Croft are Andrew and Amanda Joly with 
their sons 4-year-old William and 16-
month-old Alec. Amanda was brought up 
in Buxton, where her parents still live.  
Jenny says she hasn’t gone yet! She will be 
living in Mrs Slack Snr’s cottage for a 
month or so, until re-wiring and other sun-
dry refurbishment is finished at No 2 
Church Street Ashford. She is pleased to be 
able to keep her Sheldon phone number 
when she moves to no 2. On Sheldon day 
Jenny will have a house clearance sale on 
the green outside Ken Brocklehurst’s farm 
and half the proceeds will be contributed to 
the Sheldon Day fund.
School house looks very smart with its new 
roof, windows and doors.  And the tallest 
building in the village (at top farm) has also 
got a new roof.  
Kikdale Barn went up for sale early in May 
and had a sold sign on the sale board within 
a matter of days.
Lastly my daughter Janet, her husband 
Fred and granddaughter Sarah came down 
from Scotland for a three night visit. They 
also brought a neighbouring farmer and his 
wife with them.                                     �
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Ashford Notes
Yvonne Skipper writes
On Sunday 18 May, Rogation Day, an 
intrepid group of walkers from Ashford 
and Longstone 'beat the bounds' around the 
villages before arriving at the village hall in 
Gt. Longstone for lunch. Thank you to all 
those who helped to provide the lovely 
food and those who helped to prepare and 
serve it. It was greatly appreciated by all 
the walkers and by those who just came to 
enjoy the lunch. As a result of everyone's 
efforts, we were able to send a donation of 
around £164 to Christian Aid.
On Friday, 6 May, Holy Trinity church 
was full, with people also standing, as we 
gathered together to say a sad farewell to 
our dear friend, Agnes Morten. Agnes was 
a well-loved member of our community. 
Always smart, always elegant, helpful and 
caring, a much-loved mother and grand-
mother, she will be very much missed, not 
only by her family, but also by all her 
friends and neighbours in this village. Our 
deepest sympathies go to her daughters, 
Mary, Liz and Sarah and to all her grand-
children.
At the time of writing, we are halfway 
through the 'frantic fortnight' of well-

dressing. The week of working on the 
wells, followed by the week of stewarding 
and catering stretches us all to our limits, 
but when we look at the results, the amaz-
ing pictures at each well and the beautiful 
flower displays in church it all seems well 
worth while. In addition to which, our 
efforts, will we hope, through the dona-
tions made by the people visiting our vil-
lage, enable us to bring some relief and 
comfort to those who are much less fortu-
nate than ourselves. From the donations 
made for the flower display in church this 
year, the main charity to receive help will 
be WaterAid. This charity is dedicated to 
the provision of water, sanitation and hy-
giene promotion to the world's poorest 
people in sub-Saharan Africa and south 
Asia, a most appropriate charity for this 
village, with its great abundance of wells 
and water.
As the week draws to a close, there is still 
the Gala in the Hall Orchard to look for-
ward to on Sunday afternoon and the Cho-
ral Evensong in church at 6.30pm on 
Sunday evening. This will be sung by the 
choirs from Ashford, Longstone and 
Bakewell and we hope to see many of you 
there.                                                       �



Ashfold War Memorial Institute
Dorothy Daybell writes
Our meeting on 3rd May was very busy and 
it was gone 9.30p.m. when it finished.   We 
formed a sub-committee to get quotations 
for work worth more than £200 (what’s the 
use of having chaps on the committee and 
not using their expertise?) – they hope to 
get three quotations for “big” jobs and 
bring them to the full committee-meeting 
for decision.   Their first challenge will be 
for some necessary roof repair work and 
any repairs found necessary to the pebble-
dashing and gutters and then for updating 
of the bar-kitchen if/when we get news of 
the grant we hope for.   (We should hear 
one way or the other by the end of May.)

HOT NEWS?    There has (again) been 
trouble with the heating.   This is thought 
by British Gas to be largely due to several 
radiators having been turned down or off 
when the hall gets too hot – e.g. at big 
events and/or hot weather. This may cause 
a pressure build-up within the sealed sys-
tem, which means a run-off through 
the safety overflow pipe – and then when 
the next switch-on is due there is then 
insufficient pressure so the system fails.   
They say the way to deal with the problem 
is to switch off the system at the little white 
switch on the kitchen wall – press once 
only! – but to leave the radiators alone.     
(Anyway, please try it – it could save me 
suffering loud pop music whilst waiting for 
“Option 1” to connect!)

Ashford War Memorial Institute
An enormous THANK YOU to everybody 
for their help and support during 
Welldressing week – and particularly to 
Alex whose young legs helped us all so 
much!   It’s too soon yet to know what 
profits are, but we were very busy so they 
can only have been good.     Cakes came in 
from every direction and help was always 

around when needed – so thanks once 
again as another year goes by
The Institute needs a new cleaner – Mrs. 
Maltby has given up.   Will  the thousands 
of people interested please contact either 
Dorothy Daybell or  Peter Shaw if they 
require details of this vital but very irregu-
lar job – applications in writing please by 
20th June.                                              �
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Contact Neil Horton 
Tel. 01629 640210 
or 0114 2883239 

·  General garden maintenance. 
·  Turfing. 
·  Planting -full range of plants available

·  Weed killing/weed control
·  Rockery designing a specialty. 

·  Clearing over grown areas. 
·  Lawn and hedge cutting service. 
·  Commercial and Domestic. 

·  Free estimates for all garden work. 

·  Responsible, Professional, Reliable 
and Friendly service 

Friends of Longstone School 
Lottery winners May 2005
 1st Chris Spink 
 2nd Hilary Stephens 
 3rd Sue Kreit
Token Update  Lonsgtone School col-
lected 479 Nestle Box top tokens which we 
have exchanged for 18 reference books on 
various subjects. We are still collecting 
TESCO Computers for Schools and Sains-
bury's Active Kids vouchers. Thank you to 
all who have already given us your tokens.
Sally Kehr                                        �



Summary of April and May 2005 
Ashford-in-the-Water  Parish Council 
Meetings
1. Entrance to Highfields: The Land Registry 
has confirmed that no previous application 
has been made to register this land. The parish 
council therefore hopes to arrange for this 
area to be cultivated.
2. The Old Bridge, Mill Lane: Cllrs Windle 
and Williams held a site meeting with a repre-
sentative of the County Council to complain 
about the poor quality of workmanship of the 
recently-completed repairs. English Heritage 
have declared the work to be satisfactory so 
no further action is planned by the County 
Council.
3. No Parking Signs, Trinity Close: these have 
now been re-instated.
4. Seat - Hall Orchard: A quotation had been 
received from Mr. Barrie Marsden of £850.00 
for a bench seat. Further quotations will also 
be sought.
5. Composters - Cemetery: The wheeled bin 
has now been removed and has been replaced 
by 4 Rotal Composters.
6. Pennyunk Lane: Derbyshire County Coun-
cil and the Peak Park Authority have agreed 
to carry out repair work.
7. Grass Cutting 2005/06: This is being un-
dertaken by Tree Tech. The contract has been 
awarded on an annual basis and is subject to 
annual review and renewal.
8. Band Concert: Funding has been offered by 
the District Council towards the cost of a band 
concert and Ashover Band have agreed to 
undertake this. The concert will take place on 
29th May in the Hall Orchard.
9. Vicarage Lane: The Clerk was requested to 
arrange for the road sign to be replaced and, at 
the same time, to request a road sign at the top 
of Vicarage Lane near the junction.
10. Dog Fouling: Dog fouling still continues 
in the village, despite the provision of dog 
litter bins. If the parish council's request for 
use of the litter bins by dog owners is persist-
ently flouted, further action will have to be 
taken as this represents a health hazard, partic-
ularly for/children.

11. Application for Renewal and Variation of 
Public Entertainment Licence - Ashford War 
Memorial Institute: The parish council has no 
objection to this.
12. Play Inspection by ROSPA: It was agreed 
that ROSPA would be asked to undertake a 
playground inspection.
13. Annual Parish Meeting: The Annual Par-
ish Meeting was held on Tuesday 12 April, 
prior to the parish council meeting. This was 
not attended by any members of the public, but 
if any parishioner would like a copy of the 
Chairman's Report, please contact the Clerk on 
01433 631689.
14. Annual General Meeting: This was held on 
19 May. Cllr David Windle was re-elected as 
Chairman of the parish council and Cllr Sarah 
Brocklehurst was re-elected as Vice-Chair-
man. The parish councillors are as follows:
Cllr David Windle (Chairman)
Cllr Sarah Brocklehurst (Vice-Chairman) 
Cllr Rosie Short
Cllr David Sidery
Cllr Robert Spinks
Cllr George Webster
Cllr Terry Williams
District Councillor: Cllr Carol Walker 
County Councillor: Cllr Judith Twigg
15. Audit of 2004/2005 Accounts: It was 
agreed that Mr John Foster of West and Foster, 
Bakewell, would be appointed to audit the 
2004/2005 parish council accounts.
16. Planning Matters:
a) Decision - Greenfields Farm: Proposed 
Landscaping, Reed Bed and Pond: Granted 
subject to conditions. b) Decision - Anwen 
Cottage: Conversion of single dwelling back 
to original design of two dwellings: Granted 
subject to conditions.
c) Decision - Park Farm: Change of use of 
redundant barn to form two holiday cottages: 
Refused.
d) Application: Greenfields Farm - Erection of 
Conservatory and Extension to Dwelling: The 
parish council has no objection to this applica-
tion.
17. Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 23rd June 
2005 at 7.30 p.m. in Ashford School.           �



Magazine Contributions
Copy deadline for the July issue is 
Wed. 15 June. Disk or clean typed 
by Mon. 20 June.

Editor: e-mail to 
clive@thrower.org.uk or post to The 
Vicarage, Church Lane, Gt. Long-
stone, Bakewell DE45 1TB.

Report of Ashford PCC meeting held on 11 May 2005.

Progress on Renewing Ministry.
At a meeting held in Ashford War Memo-
rial Institute on 28 April, attended by the 
incumbents and churchwardens of 
Bakewell and Eyam Deanery, no final con-
clusion was made as to the deployment of 
clergy and formation of the Mission and 
Ministry areas. The PCC had a long debate 
on the subject, during which a number of 
different suggestions were made as to how 
Ashford parish should put forward its pro-
posals for the new arrangements. It was 
finally agreed that the wardens should write 
a letter to the Archdeacon proposing that 
our present benefice of Ashford, Long-
stone, Wardlow and Sheldon should join 
only one of Curbar or Stoney Middleton 
parishes. It was well known that Curbar and 
Stoney wished to stay together, but it was 
felt that it would be unfair for our new 
benefice to have six churches. Ashford had 
a long history of a connection with Sheldon 
as did Longstone with Wardlow and the 
PCC wished to preserve these links. The 
final decision on the new arrangements is 
likely to be made early in June 2005, nom-
inally by the Archdeacon's Pastoral Com-
mittee, but in reality by Bishop David.
Decorating the Church.
The decorators (Guild Decorators of 
Tideswell) would start on Monday, 9 May 
and hope to be finished by Friday, 13 May.
WC Project.
Messrs. Smith and Roper inform us that the 
plans have now gone out to tender and it 
will be 3 to 4 weeks before we receive any 
replies.
Flower Festival.
The theme this year is "Signs and Won-
ders". The principal overseas charity would 
be WaterAid. Ian Pykett had organised the 
children to prepare a poster which would be 

placed on a stand near the organ. He had 
also prepared some posters to be placed on 
the columns near the north aisle. It was 
agreed that the posters should suggest a 
minimum donation of £1, which would 
mean that if the usual number of visitors 
came to look at the church (about 12,000) 
safe water could be provided for 500 peo-
ple.
Various ideas about the conduct of the 
festival were discussed; badges to be pro-
vided for the stewards, names of lesser-
known flowers to be available, mobile 
phone
numbers to be made known in case a stew-
ard failed to appear, better quality candles 
to be provided, a layer of sand to be placed 
in the bottom of the candle stand, a note 
about the Maidens Garlands to be placed 
on the bookstall, envelopes to be available 
for people to order sets of photographs if 
they came into church before the photos 
were ready. The cost of the orders would 
be £3, which the visitors should put in the 
envelope with their name and address.
Any other business.
Linda Foster asked if there had been any 
response from the churches we had written 
to about the new laws on religious hatred. 
None had been received.
The meeting ended with prayers.            �


