
THE PARISH MAGAZINE   January 2006

Ashford in the Water & Sheldon
www.ashfordinthewater.com      www.saintmichael.org.uk

������������	

��������	���
�	�


� The Church looks back over 2005
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Don’t bin them. 
Guide dogs will 
lick them up. 
See Dorothy’s 
article on page 5.



 

The Roman Catholic Church
6.15pm Saturday Mass at Bakewell
9am 1st Mass at Bakewell (Hassop 1st Sun.)
10.30am Mass at Hassop (Bakewell 1st Sun.)
4.30pm Eucharist Bakewell (2nd Sun).

Sundays & Festivals
1 Jan Sun The Naming & 
  Circumcision of Christ
6 Jan Fri The Epiphany
8 Jan Sun Baptism of Christ
15 Jan Sun Epiphany 2
22 Jan Sun Epiphany 3
25 Jan Wed The Conversion of
  Saint Paul, the Apostle
29 Jan Sun Epiphany 4

January Services at Ashford
1 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
5 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
8 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
12 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
15 Sun 9.45am Nine Lesson & Carols
19 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
22 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
26 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
29 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist

January Services at Sheldon
8 Sun 9.00am Holy Communion
22 Sun 9.00am Holy Communion

The Methodist Chapel
Great Longstone

Minister - The Rev. Margaret Roe 812195

Sunday Services at 10.30am

January Services at St. Giles
1 Sun 11.15am United Churches
   at Little Longstone
  No St. Giles’ evening service
4 Wed 9.30am School Assembly
  10.00am Holy Communion (MU)
8 Sun 10.30am Covenant Service at
   The Methodist Chapel
  6.30pm Evensong
15 Sun   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
  11.15am Sung Family Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong
18 Wed 11am Holy Communion
   at Thornhill  House
22 Sun 11.15am Sung Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong
29 Sun 11.15am United Churches
   Sung Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong

January Services at Wardlow
1 Jan. 11.15am Holy Communion at
   Little Longstone
15 Sun 9.00am Family Service

Friends of Longstone School

Lottery Winners – December 2005

 1s   Libby Knifton-Smith  £15 
 2nd   Derek Whiteley £10
 3rd   Denise Coltman  £5
If you wish to take part in this monthly 
draw, please contact me Libby 
Knifton-Smith Tel. 01298 85521 for 
more details.

Patrick McLoughlin
Member of Parliament

You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Email: mcloughlinp@parliament.uk

Regular advice bureaux
Please call for details: 01332 558125

Working for West Derbyshire



Carbon Creation
The Revd Clive Thrower writes

At the end of 2005 we witnessed on 
our TV screens and saw the many 
front page articles about the fire at the 
Buncefield oil depot in Hemel Hemp-
stead.  Thousands of tons of pollution 
went into the air, one estimate said 
that 20% of our CO2 emissions for a 
year were given off in those two days.

At the start of this year we might well 
look back on the start of the world as 
recorded in the Bible, not as a matter 
of historical accuracy but of ethical 
guidance. I am referring to the events 
in the Garden of Eden when the 
crafty snake persuaded the woman to 
take the fruit, she ate it and gave 
some to the man, he consumed the 
fruit and then whoops everyone is 
embarrassed. Result, ejection from 
Eden to a far tougher time battling 
against barren and dry land.

I think this sounds rather familiar in a 
contemporary sett ing. The woman 
took what was offered because it was 
desirable and easily available, the 
man consumed it because he too 
thought it desirable but he did not 
question where it came from or what 
effect his consumption would have. If 
we continue our use of fossil fuels 
without regard to what effect this will 
have then we too will find ourselves 
no longer in our comfortable warm 
homes and cheap world-wide trans-
portation, but will struggle in a dry 
and barren land, or a cold and frozen 
one.

The story of the Garden of Eden has 
this opening sentence ‘The Lord God 
took the man and put him in the Gar-
den of Eden to work it and take care of 
it.’ (Genesis 2.15 NIV) ‘Take care of 
it’ – well have we taken care of this 
wonderful world? Of course we should 
work it and make use of it to live but 
also to tend it for future generation. 
This is a huge challenge for govern-
ments but many of these are like the 
serpent, they want to give us what we 
desire such that they remain popular 
and in power. It is up to us in our 
individual lives to take action. The 
need to question all aspects of our 
domestic and corporate consumption 
and activity in the light of i ts environ-
mental impact could not be more ur-
gent. A number of churches are doing 
environmental audits of themselves 
and we encourage families and indi-
viduals to do the same.

Happy New Year counting the calories 
and carbon emissions.                     �

Sunny
Garden Design & 

Maintenance
Lantern Cottage

Main Street
Great Longstone

Bakewell
DE45 1TA

Neil Horton Tel. 01629 
640210

M 07951 774120 



Ashford Notes
Yvonne Skipper writes

The first of our Fellowship meetings 
took place at the home of Jim and 
Caroline Storr on Tuesday 29th No-
vember. Although unable to attend I 
understand it was a very interesting 
discussion on Heaven and Hell. It is 
hoped to make these meetings a regu-
lar event and we hope more people will 
come along and take part in the next 
one, the date of which will be an-
nounced later.

On Sunday, 11th December the bap-
tism of Ethan Harry Schofield was 
held in church. Ethan was very well 
supported by his family and we wish 
him and his parents a happy and faith-
ful future.

Our Carol service was held on Sunday, 
18th December and was very much 
enjoyed by the whole congregation. A 
lot of hard work was put in by choir-
master Richard Barnes and our organ-
ist, Chris Potten and, of course, the 
whole choir, whom, I was informed, 
sounded 'quite lovely'. Thanks to Rich-
ard and Chris for their work and for 
coping with us all, especially in a 
freezing cold church with no heating! 
Thanks to all those who also suffered a 
cold reception in church during the 
weeks without heating, but continued 
to support the services. We hope the 
warmth of our welcome made up for 
the lack of heat! We now have a brand 
new boiler and a warm church for 
Christmas. Looking into the new year, 
our Lent groups will be starting shortly 

Sheldon News
Ethel Plumtree writes

On the 19th of November the High 
Peak Hunt came to Sheldon and as 
usual, along with their followers, they 
started off by having coffee and bis-
cuits and a good chat in the village 
hall. As a result the hall funds were 
boosted by £158 and Marlene’s cakes 
made £35 for Children in Need.

On 23rd November we had a parish 
meeting followed by the village 
Christmas party. It was well attended 
and a happy t ime was had by all.

The dinner for the 65 years and over, 
was held on December 14th at the 
Cock and Pullet and as in previous 
years most of the people eligible 
turned up and enjoyed a very good 
meal.

On the 18th December there was a 
service of lessons and carols in St. 
Michael and All Angels church at-
tended by 28 villagers and friends.

At the time of writing the decorations 
are beginning to appear around the 
village, and all about us looking very 
festive. It just reminds me to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.                         �

after Ash Wednesday, which this year 
will be on 1st March. We hope many 
of you will support these meetings, 
which always produce some very in-
teresting discussions.

We wish you all a very happy and 
peaceful New Year.                        �



Guide Dogs for the Blind
Dorothy Daybell writes

WE ARE STILL COLLECTING 
USED STAMPS

There is a box in Ashford Church porch 
– otherwise, leave them with me 
(Dorothy).

(I know there was a letter in a recent 
local paper saying we didn’t, but that 
wasn’t accurate – we’ve only stopped 
where stamps had to be posted to 
Guide Dog Centres and cost of postage 
outweighed the money received from 
recycling.   In our area we are lucky to 
have a regular contact with Leaming-
ton centre, so we do still want your 
stamps.)

The annual Christmas dinner was an-
other great success and five dogs came 
up for their presents.   I wish you could 
have seen them!                               �

‘SEND a COW’
Linda Foster writes

The Christmas Gift collection raised 
enough money to send another pair of 
goats, three more sheep and thirty fruit 
tree saplings to poor families in Africa.  
The final total was a wonderful £170; 
well done everyone!!  This will be one 
of the most important gifts you have 
ever sent, as it will enable families to 
change their lives and work their way 
out of poverty and malnutrition.  The 
effort doesn’t stop there – each farmer 

will pass on the offspring of their gift 
so the benefit will be felt throughout 
whole communities for years to come.

I would like to pass on very best wishes 
for a happy and peaceful New Year on 
behalf of the recipients of our gifts and 
I hope that you will feel able to support 
further fund raising efforts in the com-
ing year.

Thank You.                                     �

Ashford War 
Memorial Institute  
Dorothy Daybell writes

A Happy New Year to you all – dare I 
say it?

Subscriptions are now due – you can 
pay Pat Shaw (our Treasurer) or 
Caryl at the Post Office, thereby re-
ceiving beneficial hiring rates if you 
live in Ashford.

Our last meeting decided sadly that we 
must put up our prices a bit – in line 
with inflation – to cope with the in-
creases in running-costs.   Sorry, but 
our charges are still well in line with 
other halls.

Don’t forget our 

Quiz Night – with soup

on Saturday 7th January!
                                                           �



 

Ashford WI
Jean Beard writes

On 2 December Mrs. A. Lindsay, Ash-
ford WI President, welcomed the Head 
Master of St. Anselms School and fif-
teen pupils from the school who, ac-
companied by  another member of 
staff, entertained members with de-
lightful singing of carols.

Mrs. C. Foster thanked the children and 
related happy memories of her time as 
a teacher at the school.

Cricket and hockey teams from St. 
Anselms are to tour South Africa in 
2006 to raise money for a South Afri-

can Children’s’ Charity and a collec-
tion was made to which the WI 
members gave generously.

An excellent buffet supper was pre-
pared and served by the committee.

The raffle prizes were won by Mrs. 
Taylor-Deamer, Mrs S. Wilde, Mrs. M. 
Briddon, Mrs. K. McGlynn and Mrs. S. 
Cooke. 

NEXT MEETING: 5 January 2005 – 
Talk by Mr. Robert Cumming assisted 
by his wife

“Desert Island Discs” 
Competition–A small Christmas Gift �

Ashford Church Reviews 
2005 

Mothering Sunday Service lead by the 
Sunday School.

Mothering Sunday posies for 70+ ladies 
in the congregation – made by a team of 

posy makers.
Three choirs in March, June & Nov.

Easter and Christmas choral services.
Music in general – Richard and Chris.

M usic by Gwen, Ian & the Junior Choir.
Bell Ringing each Sunday.

Ringers get into the Striking Contest 
final. 

Well Dressing and Flower Festival - 
raising  money for Water Aid.

Replacement of the oil tank – a tremen-
dous effort by John, Jim and a team of 
men to remove the old one and lift the 

new one into place ready for connection.
Weekly Sunday School & team leaders.

Book stall run by Caroline and Ann
Traidcraft stall run by Caroline

Offering envelopes – John Beard

Decoration of the church each Sunday 
with special efforts for major festivals, 

by the team of flower arrangers
Coffee after each service – 

Chris.Crowther
Harvest Service led by Sunday School.
Distribution of Harvest produce to eld-

erly villagers and Thornhill House
Harvest and Christmas Gift donations to 

‘Send a Cow’ -£420
Maurice Lindsay and John – efforts for 

the new boiler.
The hours John has spent in the boiler 
house and in church bleeding radiators 

etc to have the church warm for Christ-
mas.

John and Jim transporting the Christmas 
tree and setting it up.

PCC produced a parish profile.
Agreed a new benefice keeping the link 

with Sheldon.
Lent and Autumn study courses with 

Caroline and Jim.
Thanks too for all the other contributions 
which are not included in the above.     �



Notes from Ashford in the 
Water Parochial Church 
Council meeting of  7 Dec. 05.
The problem with the church heating 
was the first item for discussion, it 
being, at the moment, our first priority. 
The present engineer had informed us 
that the boiler was well past its use by 
date and he could do nothing further 
with it. We had no choice, therefore, 
but to have a new boiler fitted as 
quickly as possible. Treasurer, David 
Lee informed us that we could pay for 
one without having to raise a loan, but 
that we should try to recoup the cost, 
raising the money locally with an ap-
peal. It was decided to draw up a leaf-
let to publicise the need to raise the 
funds, also to place an insert in the 
January magazine with a tear-off reply 
slip requesting gifts.

There had been no further progress on 
the project to move the organ and in-
stall the WC.

David Lee informed us that our parish 
share next year would be £16, 579. We 
had now received the £12,000 owed to 
us by the Inland Revenue.

Linda Foster reported that we had 
raised a good sum for the Christmas 
card appeal for Send a Cow, and dona-
tions were still coming in. Linda would 
activate the sending of the gifts and 
write a report for the magazine.

Our discussion item for the evening 
was The Way Ahead. This had arisen 
as a result of the Parish Profile drawn 
up in connection with the appointment 
of a new priest in Bakewell, who will 

also be our priest here in Ashford when 
Rev. Clive retires. We realise we have 
to change, to make our services more 
attractive to young people because they 
are our future. Rev Clive was asked if 
it was possible to have someone to talk 
to us and give us some advice on how 
to tackle this question. He suggested 
we invite Canon Barrie Gauge to an 
open meeting, or a Sunday service fol-
lowed by lunch and a talk. He would be 
able to give us some advice on how to 
move ahead. Rev. Clive also said we 
should be prepared to open out to other 
denominations in a wider area and that 
he would be willing to call churches 
together for a meeting. However, it 
would be necessary for the new incum-
bent in Bakewell to be prepared to take 
the way ahead. The Bishop of Derby 
would be holding meetings re the new 
incumbent with churchwardens or rep-
resentatives in the new year.

The subject of stewardship was then 
discussed, introduced by Ian Pykett, 
who feels that we should be giving 
back to God something of what we 
take, not just money, but giving of our 
time, talents, creating a church that will 
reach out to others. We should be mak-
ing stewardship a way of life. Church 
has changed and we must be prepared 
to change and do more if we are to 
establish a way ahead.                    �

Hartington Hall, Sheldon
Ideal for meetings and parties. 

Excellent new kitchen and com-
fortable chairs. For charges and 

booking availability call
Mrs. P. Lord 01629 812266



Magazine Contributions
Copy deadline for the February is-
sue is Wed. 18 Jan. Disk or c lean 
typed by Mon. 23 Jan.

Editor: e-mail to 
clive@thrower.org.uk or post to 
The Vicarage, Church Lane, 
Gt. Longstone, Bakewell DE45 1TB.

The Hall Nursery School
Middleton Hall, Stoney Middleton

Hope Valley  S32 4TN

01433 631295 / 630140

    A TRADITIONAL NURSERY SCHOOL 
    FOR CHILDREN AGED BETWEEN 2 TO 5
��� �  EMPHASIS ON EARLY READING, WRITING AND NUMERACY
��� �  LED BY A FORMER OFSTED INSPECTOR
��� �  SITUATED IN A CONVERTED 18 TH CENTURY   
 COACH HOUSE IN THE GROUNDS OF MIDDLETON HALL
��� �  FROM JANUARY 2006 BREAKFAST CLUB (FROM 8AM)

�  AFTER SCHOOL CARE (UNTIL 5.30PM)

 


