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Ashford Notes
Yvonne Skipper writes
“ A Bit of a Do” was held in Ashford 
Memorial Hall on Sunday 31st October, 
when Dorothy Daybell invited us to have 
a glass of wine and – in her words – a crisp, 
to celebrate her receipt of the MBE from 
Her Majesty the Queen earlier in the 
month.  Dorothy looked splendid in the 
outfit she wore at the palace – especially 
the Hat!  The super photos of Dorothy and 
the Queen - and Ron, of course - were on 
display and we could admire the lovely 
medal itself.  Congratulations once more, 
Dorothy, and thank you for inviting us to 
share in your very happy event. 

On Sunday 7th November, the choir had 
their Christmas lunch at the Renaissance 
Restaurant in Bakewell.   We had a lovely 
meal and enjoyed each other’s company, 
along with Rev. Clive and Joy and the 
“other halves” of the choir members.  Many 
thanks to David Baldry, who made all the 
arrangements.  The choir is now busy re-
hearsing for the Carol Service, which this 
year will be on Sunday, 19th December at 
the usual time of 9.45am.  We hope you will 
come along and join us and enjoy our 
Christmas carols and readings.
Due to unforeseen circumstances our plans 
for the Remembrance Day service had to be 
hastily re-arranged and we were very grate-
ful to Rev. Graham Foster for taking the 
whole of the service and to those members 
of the laity who were such a great help.
The house group meetings at the home of 
Caroline and Jim Storr have all gone well, 
in spite of several unforeseen clashes of 
dates with other events.  There were lots of 
interesting discussions and we shall be hav-
ing our next group of meetings during the 
weeks of Lent next year. 
We take this opportunity to wish you all a 
very happy and peaceful Christmas.         �
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Contact Neil Horton 
Tel. 01629 640210 
or 0114 2883239 

·  General garden maintenance. 
·  Turfing. 
·  Planting -full range of plants available
·  Weed killing/weed control
·  Rockery designing a specialty. 
·  Clearing over grown areas. 
·  Lawn and hedge cutting service. 
·  Commercial and Domestic. 
·  Free estimates for all garden work. 
·  Responsible, Professional, Reliable 

and Friendly service 



The Methodist Chapel
Great Longstone

Minister - The Rev. Margaret Roe 812195

Sunday Services at 10.30am

The Roman Catholic Church
6.15pm Saturday Mass at Bakewell
9am 1st Mass at Bakewell (Hassop 1st Sun.)
10.30am Mass at Hassop (Bakewell 1st Sun.)
4.30pm Eucharist Bakewell (2nd Sun.

December Services at St. Giles
1 Wed 10am Midweek Communion
  11.30am School Assembly
5 Sun 8am Holy Communion
  11.15am Family Toy Service
  6.30pm Evensong
12 Sun 11.15am Sung Eucharist
  7pm Service at Wardlow
15 Wed 11am Holy Communion
   at Thornhill House
19 Sun 8am Holy Communion
  11.15am Sung Family
   Eucharist
  6.30pm  Nine Lessons & Carols
24 Fri 4pm        Hapy Birthday Jesus
  11.30pm Midnight Mass
25 Sat 11.15am Christmas Family 
Service
  11.55am Holy Communion
28 Sun 11.15am United Churches
   Sung Eucharist

Sundays & Festivals
5 Dec. Sun 2nd Sunday of Advent
12 Dec. Sun 3rd Sunday of Advent
19 Dec. Sun 4th Sunday of Advent
25 Dec. Sat Christmas Day
26 Dec. Sun 1st Sunday of Christmas
27 Dec. Mon John, Apostle & Evangelist
28 Dec. Tues Holy Innocents
29 Dec. Wed Stephen, Deacon & Martyr

December Services at Ashford
2 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
5 Sun 9.45am Harvest Festival
9 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
12 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
16 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
19 Sun 9.45am 9 Lessons & Carols
23 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
24 Fri 5.30pm Children’s 
   Crib Service
  11.30pm Midnight Mass
25 Sat 10.30am Sung Eucharist
26 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist

December Services at Sheldon
12 Sun 9.00am Holy Communion
19 Sun 3.00pm Lessons & Carols
25 Sat 9.30am Holy Communion

December Services at Wardlow
5 Sun 9am Family Toy Service
12 Sun 7pm Lessons & Carols
25 Sun 8.30am Holy Communion

Friends of Longstone School 
invite you to our Christmas Bazaar and 
Craft Fair on Friday 10th December at 
6.30p.m. at Longstone School, Great Long-
stone, near Bakewell. Free admission! 
Refeshments, " Basket Raffle", homemade 
cakes and Christmas novelties, children’s 
books and toys, tombolas, plus lots of local 
craft stalls. Come and join in with the fun 
and games, meet Santa and find a perfect 
Christmas gift. We look forward to seeing 
you at the school in Great Longstone- bring 
along your family and friends! 
Sarah Trezise-Hardinge (secretary, FOLS)

Christmas Cards.
This Christmas, a board will be placed in 
Holy Trinity for anyone who wishes to 
place a general Christmas card for friends 
in the congregation instead of giving them 
individually.  This will obviously save on 
the buying and writing of several cards per 
person, the savings from which could be 
given to charity. Those who wish to carry 
on giving individual cards are obviously 
free to do so.



Christmas Gifts
by Revd Clive Thrower
From October onwards I can guarantee that 
my post each day will include either a 
Christmas catalogue/sales promotion or a 
charity request.  Both are appealing to me 
to spend money in their direction. Christ-
mas time is when we are called to be gen-
erous as God generously gave us the infant 
Jesus. As a grown man Jesus taught his 
disciples to live for others, to love our 
neighbours, especially those in need.
Churches up and down the land are trying 
a new idea on an old theme, how to turn 
some of the money we spend on each other 
in the form of Christmas greeting cards, to 
help people in need.  Rather than swapping 
cards between friends in the congregation 
at church, the idea is to sign on a big 
general card from everyone in the congre-
gation to everyone in the congregation. 
What would have been spent on those 
cards then goes to some charity. A variant 
of this idea is to post a personal card to 
everyone in the congregation on a board in 
church. Pop into Holy Trinity at Ashford or 
St. Giles, Gt. Longstone to see this in oper-
ation.

I hear it said that some people won't give 
to charities, especially overseas ones, be-
cause either too high a proportion goes in 
administration, or else some of it gets 
siphoned off by racketeers in third world 
countries.  Such practices are annoying 
and frustrating for the poor but should not 
deter us if we keep our focus on those in 
need. Corruption is a fact of life in many 
countries so we who live in a relatively 
corruption free society require a generos-
ity of spirit to accept the situation and not 
be put off in our giving.
What we spend as a nation on cards is but 
a small proportion of Christmas spending, 
how much more generous could we be if 
we scaled back our present buying to 
transfer part of our material wealth to the 
poor of the world. Yes, it is easy to get 
charity fatigue when so many appeal to us 
though the post, in magazines, and on the 
high street with tin waving, but please 
select one or two for your attention this 
year and make it a good sized gift  
�

�����������	��
���� ��
�����
����

��
���������	��
�	����
����
��������� 
�
����

���������� �	��
����� �

��� �� �	��
���
	�� 	�� ����
�
	 ���� ���
� �����
����������� ���������
�� ��
��������	������
���� 	�� �� ��������

����������� ����������� ���������������������� �	��� 

 �����������

�� �� ��� �� �� ��� � �� ��� �� �� ��� � �� �� ��� �� �� ��� � �� ��� �� � � ��� �� �� ��� �� �� ��� � ������
�
��� �

����������� ������������	��
�����
������ 	�
�
����
�� ������
����

��� ����	��������	������������� ��������������	�
���� ��� ���� ��!�



Sheldon
Jottings
Jenny Spafford 
writes 
This time I'm the 
one who has been 
away - at my sis-
ter Pamela's in 
London. She had 
hoped to stay in 
her flat for an-
other four years 
until she was 90 
but the time has 
come I think, for 
her to come to 
Sheldon and live with me. It is over three 
years since Deryck died and my life seems 
to be taking an unexpected turn because as 
well as Pamela coming to live with me 
(and incidentally my giving up the bed and 
breakfast) I had an unexpected chance and 
have bought a 23ft narrowboat which is 
moored at the Marina in Macclesfield, just 
half an hour’s drive away. 
On the 7th November Yvonne Melland's 
grandson Isaac James Slater was baptised 
in St. Michael & All Angels (see photo). 
We wish him a successful and happy life. 
What about all the berries this year? Do 
you think we might have a hard winter or 
is that just an old wives’ tale? Mr .Goose 
and his third wife are still going strong. I 
heard something about a dog and a hen but 
don't know what that was so I can't pass it 
on! 
I had promised at the Village Meeting that 
I would advertise for 2005 grass cutting 
tenders but having started this item, real-
ized that they had to be in by Friday 26th 
Nov.04 and this deadline was before pub-
lication of these notes. 
The Hunt coffee morning was a huge suc-
cess with Pat and Marlene run off their feet 
- perhaps all the refills had something to do 

with the Hunt Ball the night before! They 
called for help from the heavy brigade 
-Ralph and Brian -and Ralph raffled off a 
bottle of whisky which had been donated. 
The total raised for the morning was £175 
, not bad when coffee is 50p a cup and with 
free cake baked by Marlene. Thanks go to 
all who contributed. 
Unfortunately the total present at the Ar-
mistice Service was just nine including 
Clive and Stephen. . However, the collec-
tion was £17.30 and the Poppy Appeal box 
total for Sheldon was £91.92. 
Because we now have this most compre-
hensive Village Newsletter I feel it is time 
for me to cease writing the Sheldon Jot-
tings. Last month the news I sent in was in 
the Letter delivered before the Magazine 
came out and I do feel this repetition of 
news is quite pointless. So with this I wish 
all the readers a warm and peaceful Christ-
mas and all happiness in 2005.               �

Friends of Longstone School 
Lottery Winners November 2004
 1st    Dane Trezise-Hardinge
 2nd  Susannah Brocklehurst
 3rd   Hilary Syephens             �



Ashford War Memorial Institute 
Dorothy Daybell writes
We met on 9th November and you will be 
glad to hear that we have decided not to 
increase our hire-charges for 2005 – in 
spite of forthcoming increases in gas and 
electricity costs.   This is because we feel 
our financial state is quite healthy!   (I 
can’t believe I’m saying that – it’s only 
two years since we were down to £23 – so 
I do hope I’m not tempting providence!)
Our next event will be our “Winter Warm-
er” evening on Saturday 4th December, 
when the junior Church choir will again 
entertain us, followed by community car-
ol-singing.   There may also be a Beetle-
drive or similar – depends what people 
feel like!   There will be the now tradi-
tional mulled wine, and a bar and raffle – 
no charge for admission 
After that, on Saturday 8th January 2005, 
we shall have our now-traditional Quiz 
Night /Soup Kitchen, when we hope our 
question-masters will again be Terry and 
Kath Williams.
Finally, our best wishes to you all – thank 
you for supporting us through another year 
– and please keep it up!                           �

Ashford WI
Jean Beard writes
During the business part of the meeting on 
the 4th of November, President, Mrs. Ann 
Lindsay, gave notice that on 6 December 
Ashford WI would host a Carol Service for 
the Lathkill WI Group at Holy Trinity 
Church, Ashford, when mince pies and 
fruitcake will be served.
She then introduced Mr. Derek Harley, 
who gave a talk on “Living in Medieval 
Times” and who introduced his talk by 
playing a 13th century song.  Languages 
used in church in these times were Latin, 
French and English.  Most vegetables were 
grown, including cabbages, peas & beans.  
The flowers that were prevalent were vio-
lets & periwinkles and herbs were grown 

for cooking & medicines.  Fruit was grown 
outside. Grapes, peaches & apricots could 
be dangerous to eat because of mould, as 
there was no way of storing and preserving 
them.  Cherries were the only safe fruit as 
the mould could be wiped off.  Honey was 
used both for sweetening & medicine, but 
the bees had to be killed to get at the honey.
People ate potage made from oats, meat & 
vegetables.  The rich had bread made from 
wheat flour, which had to be sieved three 
times to remove weevils & other impuri-
ties. The poor had flour made from rye.  
Plates were made from bread one inch thick 
& left to dry for three or four days. When 
teeth went rotten people had to live on 
slops.   Sugar was brought back from the 
Crusades, made into cones.
Most deaths occurred in July when food 
had run out and was not available until the 
harvest was ready in August.  The poor 
wore clothes of sacking and people were 
more tolerant of cold in the 13th century. 
Sandalwood was used to dye cloth red, 
saffron for yellow and turnsil (pansy) for 
purple.  There was a plague every 10 years 
and vinegar was used as an antiseptic.
When towns were about 15 miles from a 
Royal Mint, drovers acted as messengers & 
carried notes to be turned into money at the 
Royal Mint.  Church bells were rung to 
drive away thunder and Rowan trees were 
never struck by lightning.  Forests were 
available for Royalty to hunt in.  In Uttoxe-
ter there was an 8.00pm curfew, when men 
were not allowed to carry swords.  In those 
days travel was very slow and King John 
took eleven days to cross the channel.
In proposing the vote of thanks to the 
speaker, Mrs. C.  Storr said how much 
members had enjoyed Mr. Taylor’s fasci-
nating and enlightening talk.
The Tea Hostesses were Mrs. J. Frampton 
& Mrs. P. Hollingworth.  Mrs. J. Spafford 
won the raffle and Mrs. P. Hollingworth 
won the competition for the most interest-
ing “old book”. 
Next Meeting: 2nd December – 
 Entertainment & Buffet             �



Main Street, Great Longstone
Bakewell DE45 1TA 

• Free verbal valuations on a Monday 10 -12am.
• Sell your Antiques locally or in London.
• Maximise the price of your Antiques.

 • Advice on investing in antiques.
 • Competitively priced Insurance and Probate Valuations.
 • Single items to complete house contents undertaken.

For an appointment please phone Maureen Child or
Vivienne Milburn on 01629 640210 or Mobile 07870 238788.

Food for the Poor: a charity 
for Christmas 2004 
David Baldry writes
On holiday in Wyoming I met an episcopa-
lian priest who works for a charity called 
Food for the Poor, an interdenominational 
Christian ministry created to help the poor-
est of the poor in the Caribbean and Latin 
America.  In addition to serving the suffer-
ing and needy, Food for the Poor’s ministry 
creates an important spiritual link between 
the church of the First World and that of the 
Third World.
Food for the Poor’s approach to helping is 
unusual among charities and relief organi-
sations.  In addition to general contribu-
tions, donors also have the opportunity to 
sponsor specific projects, ranging from 
building houses and schools, to funding 
fishing co-operatives and feeding centres, 
to drilling wells for destitute villages in 
need of water.  The driving force behind the 
ministry lies in the challenge presented in 

Matthew 25: 31-46 and the fervent belief 
that in serving the poor, we serve Jesus 
Christ.
Food for the Poor goes to local clergy, 
missionaries and other church-based social 
programmes and asks “What do you need 
to feed, educate, house and minister to the 
poor?”  This method allows the provision 
of exactly what is needed, where it is need-
ed, in the most efficient, cost-effective way 
possible.  Indeed, more than 95% of all 
donations goes to programmes that help 
the poor.  To serve the poorest in a mean-
ingful way, Food for the Poor’s ministry 
must rely on the support of churches and 
individuals like us.  Christ asked us to 
reach out to our neighbours in need.  May 
I suggest that, instead of sending Christ-
mas cards to each other in the parish, we 
make a donation to this charity?  And in 
subsequent years perhaps we can support 
another equally worthwhile charity?
David Baldry, Crackendale, Lakeside, 
Bakewell  Tel. 01629 812032                �



The Film Society present

Master and Commander
7.30pm on 9th January 2005
At Bakewell Town Hall
Based on the ever popular novels by Patric O’Brian 
this film stars Russel Crowe and has been extremely 
popular.  Come and see it again on a big screen.  Our 
film society has been getting more and more popu-
lar.  Ian Dempsey usually gives a short introduction to the film and we  have an interval 
for a glass of wine or cuppa and biscuit.
PeterWeir,directror, plunges viewers deep into the story of a British Navy ship at sea 
during the Napoleonic wars.  A British frigate, HMS Surprise, and a much larger French 
warship, the Acheron, with greater fire power, stalk each other off of the coast of South 
America. Russell Crowe brings great intensity to the role of Captain Jack Aubrey.       �

Bell Ringing at Ashford 
Linda Pelc writes
We were sorry when some of our previ-
ous ringers found ringing too strenuous. 
Luckily some new young learners have 
shown an interest just at the right time so 
that the ringing tradition of Ashford can 
be maintained. I hope you have noticed 
that our bell ringing has been gradually 
improving. The young people who started 
learning well over a year ago have stuck 
to it and are steadily progressing. They 
show their commitment by going to prac-
tices once and sometimes twice a week 
and they are regularly at church on a 
Sunday morning at 9am. It takes a lot of 
practice to be able to pull the bell evenly 
every time so that it chimes at exactly the 
right place in a sequence. 
Learning to ring on six bells ideally 
means having five experienced ringers 
and one learner. We have been lucky that 
other accomplished ringers can come to 
our practices to help our new learners and 
that our ringers have been invited to their 
practices. We also have gained another 
ringer, Ian, who has moved to Great 
Longstone who helps us at Ashford and 
Bakewell on a Sunday. 

One of the best ways of improving ringing 
is to ring a quarter peal. This is 1250 pulls 
of the bell, each sequence being different 
from the previous. James Fearn, Alex and 
Ian Pykett have successfully covered to a 
five bell (doubles) method. This means 
they have rung the tenor (heaviest bell) as 
the last bell following a different bell 
every time. Alex and Ian Pykett are very 
proud to have also rung the treble 
(smallest bell) to such a method. This 
means they have to have what we call 'rope 
sight' because they are ringing in a differ-
ent place in the sequence and following 
different bells. For those who know some-
thing of ringing they were plain hunting. 
Although I can ring these methods I am a 
long way from being able to put other 
people right when they go wrong or in 
conducting the ringing. For this we have to 
thank the various expert 
ringers who come to help us; in particular 
Geoff Goodall who is the Tideswell ring-
ing master and Peak District secretary and 
John Thorpe our ringing teacher. 
If anyone is interest to know more about 
ringing and learn, especially for Great 
Longstone, please contact Linda, 
01629815280.                                   �



Magazine Contributions Copy 
deadline for the December issue is 
Wed. 17 Nov. Disk or clean typed 
by Mon. 22 Nov.

springfield garden design
anne fletcher  bsc          
   certificate of the English gardening school

      springfield garden
design

herb
indoor
layout

planting
scented
water

ashford-in-the-water   derbyshire   DE45 1QL   tel: 0779 665 1662   fax 01629 815841

I am highly creative and have a specialist interest in providing inspiring planting 
schemes making full use of colour and structure while maintaining the delicate 
charm and fragrance of individual flowers and herbs.  My objective is to provide 
you with advice on planting decisions that you need to make and, if required, to 
draw-up detailed design plans.  I can also advise and assist you with the purchase 
of garden plants and furniture

 Editor: e-mail to 
clive@thrower.org.uk or post to The 
Vicarage, Church Lane, Gt. Long-
stone, Bakewell DE45 1TB.

Patrick McLoughlin
Member of Parliament

You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Email: mcloughlinp@parliament.uk

Regular advice bureaux
Please call for details: 01332 558125

Working for West Derbyshire

Guide Dogs for the Blind
Dorothy Daybell writes

Another year ending – thank you for your 
support and we wish you a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year.
We’ve had our Christmas cards at the So-
roptimists’ Christmas card-shop at Buxton 
and at the Age Concern Club in Bakewell.  
They are also doing well at Cromford.  
These events are particularly welcome be-
cause we don’t need to staff them – our 
thanks to those who do.
We’ve also been to a lovely concert at 
Matlock, given by the Dalesmen, when 
profits will be split between us and the 
Derbyshire Association for the Blind.   
Again, thanks to those concerned.
Nothing else to report for this month – it’s 
our “rest period”!   (Apart, that is, from our 
welcome Christmas dinner when all our 
helper-dogs get their presents.)             �


