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Dear Friends

Sodly we are becoming familiar
with media images and accounts of
the effects of global warm ing with-
in the British Isles. The recent
floods inthe South West, following
those closer to home in Sheffield
and Hull rem ind us of the personal
cost of unseasonable weather fo
people's lives, homes and lweli-
hoods,

What comes across inthe accounts
is the attitude of the people af-
fected. Firstly they are grateful
for the work of the 'rescue’ serw-
ices and second b thank ful for the
thoughtfulness and generosity of
others around Them in seeking to
offer practical and emotional sup-
port. Of course there are long
term implications for people af-
fected and the need for financial
and emotional support for a long

time to come, Then there are the
wider implications to do with the
predictions of more flooding and
other implications of adverse
weather for many communities
within these Islands, Thanksgiv-
ing is crucial in every aspect of
our human condition, It lifts us
above the basic human instinct to
be zelfish and self seeking.
Whenever people 'give thanks' i
is to something beyond them-
selves- the emergency services,
families, neighbaurs, counsellars,
the stranger in the street who
offers help, God. The need for
thankfulness- from the danger
and misery of the catastrophe,
from a heart that recognises
that somebody has been thought-
ful, kind, generous and even cou-
rageous, or as a means of being
able to reflect onwhat has hap-
pened, is a sign that life is indeed
precious and That we don't live in
isalation of Zod or one another.
Thankfulness is part of what we
know as 'Love', Inthanksgiving,
Revd Tany [
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