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In this issue: 
·  Ashford and Sheldon News 
·  Reports from  Ashford WI, War 

Memorial Institute, and Guide 
Dogs charity. 

·  Wildflower seed planting 
·  ‘Gunpowder Treason and Plot’ 
 
Ashford Notes 
Yvonne Skipper writes 
On 8 October we held our Harvest 
Supper.  This year we were joined by 
our neighbours from Great Longstone.  
It was again a very enjoyable evening, 
good food, good company and an 

exciting game of Beetle.  The children 
loved it.  Many thanks are to all those 
who helped in any way; setting up the 
tables, making trifles and gravy, 
warming the pies etc.  Particular thanks 
to the children who ‘did the running’ as 
we call it – that is taking the meals to 
the tables – and to those who helped to 
wash the mammoth piles of dirty 
dishes, particularly Sam Fearn who did 
a sterling job at the sink.   
The Harvest Service itself was held on 
Sunday 16 October.  A lovely service, 
with the children again participating, 
opening the service and doing the 
intercessions.  Rev Clive was asked to 
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don a new surplice, made by the 
children – no doubt with expert help 
from some adults - beautifully 
decorated with various signs of God’s 
wonderful gifts to our earth. There 
were lots of footprints along the aisles 
of church, each one thanking God for 
an aspect of our lives and those who 
influence it.  (There was some querying 
about why accountants, who help us 
with our tax, should be placed so near 
to the altar.) 
The next Three-Choirs Evensong, a 
joint service with Bakewell and Great 
Longstone, will be on Sunday 6 
November at 6.30pm at St Giles 
Church.  We do hope some of you will 
be able to join us at the service. 

The induction of the new Bishop of 
Derby, Bishop Alastair Redfearn, 
will take place in Derby Cathedral on 
Saturday 12 November. 
 
PCC Meeting held on 3 October 
This meeting was devoted solely to 
beginning to prepare a Parish Profile 
showing our strengths and 
weaknesses and our wishes and 
hopes for the way ahead.  This is for 
the information of a potential new 
priest for the future new benefice of 
Bakewell, Over Haddon, Ashford 
and Sheldon.  Some progress was 
made, with lots of suggestions and 
discussion on the subject.  As the 
deadline for this profile is the end of 
the month a further meeting will be 
held on 19 October to finalise the 
document. 
 

Every Cup of Coffee Counts 
Nathalie Tolchard writes 
On 30 September Ashford was 
supporting the ‘World’s biggest coffee 
morning’ for Macmillan Cancer Relief.  
The old school was filled with scents of 
freshly baked croissants and café au 
lait.  A great ‘merci’ to each of you 
who gave time, donated cakes and 
helped raising a fantastic £305 during 
this friendly event. 
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Ashford WI Meeting 
6 October 2005 
President, Mrs Ann Lindsay, welcomed 
members and with other business news 
announced that next month’s meeting 
would be on Thursday 10 November 
and not on the usual firs t Thursday of 
the month. 
She then introduced Mr D Harley, who 
gave a talk on “Two Thousand Years 
of Calligraphy”.  He explained how 
calligraphy has a very long history 
using different materials over the years. 
One of the first examples of calligraphy 
was discovered on the roof of a cave 
dating back 15000 years.  More were 
discovered in a temple in Iraq and on 
pieces of clay from Roman times.  Mr 
Harley traced the history of calligraphy 
from parchment made from animal 
skins, using reeds to write in Egypt and 

the Mediterranean countries.  Northern 
Europe developed the quill using 
feathers .  Pepys used a metal nib in 
1663 and in 1830 a steel nib was made 
in Birmingham. Mr Harley showed 
examples of his own calligraphy, which 
was very impressive.  He then showed 
slides of many different styles, 
including various lettering on shops.  
Mrs Lindsay gave the vote of thanks to 
Mr Harley for his fascinating talk.. 
Mrs E Parkes won the raffle and the 
competition for a piece of calligraphy 
was won by Mrs M Smith. 
Tea hostesses were Mrs P 
Hollingworth and Mrs N Tolchard. 
Next meeting:  
10 November (not 3 November) 
Speaker – Mr David Golubows on 
“Cocoadance”  
Competition – A chocolate box 
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Patrick McLoughlin
Member of Parliament

You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Email: mcloughlinp@parliament.uk

Regular advice bureaux
Please call for details: 01332 558125

Working for West Derbyshire

Sundays & Festivals 
 1 Nov Tues All Saints Day 
 6 Nov Sun 3rd before Advent 
13 Nov Sun 2nd before Advent 
     (Remembrance) 
20 Nov Sun Christ the King 
27  Nov Sun First of Advent 
30  Nov Wed Andrew the Apostle 

November Services at Ashford 
3Thurs 10amHoly Communion 
 6 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist 
   6.30pm Three Choirs 
  Evensong at St. Giles, Longstone 
10 Thurs 10.00 am Holy Communion 
13 Sun 10.30 Remembrance Service 
      then Holy Communion 
17 Thurs  10.00am Holy Communion 
20 Sun  9.45am Sung Eucharist 
24 Thurs  10.00am Holy Communion 
27 Sun  9.45am Sung Eucharist 
 
November  Services at St. Giles 
 2 Wed  9.30am School Assembly 
   10.00am Holy Communion 
      (MU) 
 6 Sun  8.00am Holy Communion 
      (BCP) 
   11.15am Family service 
      and Holy Baptism 
    6.30pm Three Choirs  
      Choral Evensong 
13 Sun 10.55am Remembrance 
  Service starting at the War Memorial 
    6.30pm Evensong 
17 Wed 11.00am Holy Communion 
      at Thornhill House 
20 Sun   8.00am Holy Communion 
      (BCP) 
   11.15am Family Sung 
      Eucharist 
    6.30pm Evensong 
27 Sun 11.15am Sung Eucharist 
     6.30pm Evensong 
30 Wed   7.30pm Confirmation 
      Service 
 

November Services at Wardlow 
6  Sun  9.00am Holy Communion 
13 Sun  9.00am Remembrance 
      Service 
20 Sun  9.00am Family Service 
 
November Services at Sheldon 
13 Sun 3.00pm Remembrance  
    Service 
27 Sun 9.00am Holy Communion 
 
 
 

 

Live and Local 
Ashford’s next ‘Live and Local’ 

show at the Institute is: 
Ashley Hutching’s  
Rainbow Chasers 

Saturday 26 November  
7.30 pm 

Tickets:  £6   adults  
  £3.50 under 16s 
 



 5 

Gunpowder, Treason and Plot 
Revd Clive Thrower writes  
A familiar phrase associated with 
November 5 when we remember the 
foiled attempt by Guy Fawkes and 
others to blow up the parliament 
buildings.  Our present time is one of 
semtex, terrorism and plot.  I went to 
London in August, exactly one month 
after the July 7 bomb blasts, and two 
weeks after the failed attempts of July 
21.  The streets were slightly less 
crowded and we had little queuing at 
the tourist sites  We were there 
showing Murat our capital city.  He is a 
young relation by marriage, Turkish, a 
Muslim and he insisted on carrying the 
rucksack with our packed-lunch and 
water-proofs.  However, when we got 
to train stations I took the bag as armed 
police scanned his dark complexion 
and middle-east appearance.  Down in 
the underground I felt OK though my 
wife and Murat both confessed to 
feeling nervous.  Fear had kept some 
visitors away and it reminded me of my 
first pilgrimage to Israel just a fter the 
Temple Mount massacre.  On that 
occasion there were just two tour 
parties in Jerusalem, we were one of 
them.  Dog-tired from the journey I 
slept soundly but by the next morning I 
discovered that half the pilgrims had 
been awake and out on their balconies 
as gun-fire went on below them in the 
street.  A guide told me of another time 
when there had been shooting and had 
told everyone to lay on the ground.  All 
did so except two who strolled into a 
shop doorway where they chatted away 
till it stopped.  The guide remonstrated 

with the two pilgrims but their reply 
was ‘We’re from Northern Ireland’. 
Fear can imprison us if we let it, like 
the retired lady who stayed indoors, out 
of sight behind a large privet hedge.  
Though quite able to walk she never 
went out and yet complained that she 
didn’t see anybody these days.  These 
verses from St. John’s first letter 
address this very issue: 
‘There is no fear in love.  But perfect 
love drives out fear, because fear has to 
do with punishment.  The one who 
fears is not made perfect in love.  We 
love because he first loved us.  If 
anyone says “I love God,” yet hates his 
brother, he is a liar.  For anyone who 
does not love his brother, whom he has 
seen, cannot love God, whom he has 
not seen.  And he has given us this 
command:  Whoever loves God must 
also love his brother.’ 
 
To love other people prompts us to go 
out and meet them.  To love other 
people is also to respect them, to 
celebrate our diversity.  The encounter 
is good for us and them, it creates unity 
and solidarity in community.  It dispels 
fear. 
 
 
 

Magazine Contributions 
Copy by Wed 23 November 2005 

to: clive@thrower.org.uk  or 
The Vicarage, Church Lane,  

Great Longstone, 
 Bakewell  
DE45 1TB 
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Children plant seeds of change 
for Peak hay meadows 
Barbara Crossley (Peak District 
National Park communication officer) 
writes 
Ashford Beaver and Cub Scouts helped 
restore hope for the future of Peak 
District hay meadows when they sowed 
seeds rich in wildflowers in fields near 
their village. 
The 24 children and helpers worked 
with the Peak District National Park 
Authority’s Vision Project to spread 
top-quality hay meadow seed, 
harvested locally, on two fields near 
Monsal Head. 
The Vision Project is working with 
local farmers to help stem the 
disappearance of flower-rich traditional 
hay meadows – 97 per cent were lost 
between the 1930s and 1990s in Britain 
– yet they can contain as many as 50 
wildflower species, attracting skylark, 
butterflies and moths. 
The Beavers and Cubs – who are 
expected to do a good turn every day – 
did theirs during their weekly meeting, 
enabling them to achieve an 
Environmental Group Award for 
projects caring for their local 
environment. 
National Park conservation awareness 
officer Louise Valantine said: “We’re 
really grate ful to the Cubs and Beavers 
for their help – and we hope they 
gained an insight into the need for 
environmental conservation in the Peak 
District.” 
“Community involvement is a vital part 
of care for the environment – on this 
same site last year a local youth group 

repaired a cracked concrete dew pond, 
one of a cluster of ponds that are 
important for great crested newts in the 
area. It’s by working together that we 
achieve the best results – not just now 
but for the future.” 
 
Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Dorothy Daybell writes 
Buxton flag-day – enough said.  Wet, 
cold, miserable – even the Treasurer 
said 
enough 
was 
enough, 
and we 
packed 
up early.   
We 
collected 
£400-
odd 
pounds.   
Could perhaps try sponsored 
pneumonia? The following Monday 
was our chance at the Bakewell 
Methodist coffee-morning - £274 in 
two hours – that’s more like it! Then 
we had a promotion day at Safeway at 
Chapel-en-le-Frith, next there is 
another one at Tesco, Whaley Bridge – 
and then we are to have a half-share in 
the Mayor of Matlock’s Charities, so 
we are off to support his Table-top 
Sale.   Add to that our annual share of 
the Buxton Soroptimists’ card-shop 
takings, our annual stall at Bakewell 
Age Concern, and before you can say 
“Woof” it’ll be our Christmas lunch 
again – with all our helper-dogs 
coming up for their presents. 
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SUNNY GARDEN 

DESIGN & MAINTENANCE 

Contact Neil Horton 
Tel. 01629 640210 
or 0114 2883239 

·   General garden maintenance. 
·   Turfing. 
·   Planting -full range of plants available 

·   Weed killing/weed control 

·   Rockery designing a specialty. 
·   Clearing over grown areas. 
·   Lawn and hedge cutting service. 
·   Commercial and Domestic. 
·   Free estimates for all garden work. 

·    Responsible, Professional, Reliable 
and Friendly service 

Sheldon News 
Ethel Plumtree writes 
This Autumn has produced a very good 
vegetable harvest. 
Sheldon had the Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service on October 2, followed by the 
sale of harvest produce in the Cock and 
Pullet on October 3.  I understand the 
sale was poorly attended by the village 
people, but a worthy total of £173.00 
was achieved.  This however did 
include two donations.  There will be a 
meeting on the 9 November to discuss 
what will be required for the ‘get 
together of the Village People’ which 
takes place on 23 November after the 
parish meeting. Further details will be 
found in the parish newsletter.  On 
October 3 Nigel Etchells went in to the 
Northern General Hospital early in the 
morning and waited all day, only to be 

told in the evening to go home as the 
doctors hadn’t got time to do what was 
required. 2 weeks later he is still 
waiting for them to send for him.  Very 
frustra ting.  What is happening to the 
hospital appointments system? I’m also 
having problems with appointments 
that don’t arrive. 
Next skip is on 26 November. 
 
 
Ashford War Memorial Institute  
Dorothy Daybell writes 
Well, we have the new cooker – very 
smart.  
Please note:  The equally new electric 
point on the wall above the cooker 
must be left ON – otherwise the lighter 
switch doesn’t work.    
The ovens, of course, are electric – no 
need for matches!   We are warned not 
to rub too hard when cleaning, as the 
instructions round the various switches 
are only transfers ….  The roof repairs 
are finished and we are now being re-
pebble-dashed; what seemed to be a 
few little cracks weren’t. A lot o f loose 
stuff was hanging on by faith. Still, not 
too bad considering the age of the 
building. Work on the bar kitchen and 
the electrical work in the main hall 
awaits the requested quotations. I do 
hope all will be finished before 
financial year end. As for the heating – 
fingers crossed – it seems all right at 
the moment. 
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Ashley Hutchings’ Rainbow Chasers 
at Ashford Institute on 26 November 7.30pm 

 
Ashley Hutchings – co-founder of legendary folk rock groups Fairport 

Convention, Steeleye Span, and The Albion Band – brings his talented new 
band, the Rainbow Chasers to Ashford Institute on Saturday 26 November.  The 
fourth Live & Local production to take place at the Institute, this is an intimate 
show of very listenable music – rooted in tradition but for today.  Come and see 

a music legend and his talented new band.  
 

 Tickets £6.00 for adults £3.50- for 12-16s 
Available from: 

 Ashford Post Office and Ibbotsons Village Shop  
or from Caryl Heath on (01629) 812559 

 

 
 
 
 

Bash Films 
Sunday 13 November 7:30 pm 
Bakewell Town Hall 
 
8 Women 
One morning the industrialist Marcel is found stabbed 
in his room. Eight women are his potential murderers: 
his wife Gaby, his daughters Suzon and Catherine, his 
mother-in-law Mamy, his sister-in-law Augustine, his 
sister Pierette, the cook Chanel and the maid Louise. 
The house is isolated in a snowstorm, the phone is dead 
and one of them has to be the culprit. Mutual suspicions 
reveal the various secrets in their lives. 
Directed by Billy Wilder this film features a cast of 

famous French stars and stylish costumes.  Imagine a John Walters remake of an 
Agatha Christie mystery directed by Douglas Sirk, and you’ll get  some idea of the 
tone of this retro musical melodrama. 
 
Entrance £4 Visitors welcome.  Ring Linda 01629 815280 for further details. 


