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Ashford Notes
Yvonne Skipper writes
Our Easter Day service was very 
well attended, with lots of mums and 
dads and children present. The 
children were delighted, as always, 
to receive their Easter cream egg at 
the altar rail - our two 
churchwardens, choir master and 
organist equally so!
The Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting took place in church on 
Wednesday, 13 April, with a good 
number of parishioners present. 
Yvonne Skipper and John Foster 
were re-elected as our 
churchwardens and four new 
members, namely, Sarah 
Winkworth-Smith, Ann Hughes, 
Michael Hall and John Short were 
elected onto the Parochial Church 
Council. Cath Sherratt and Chris 
Crowther were elected onto the 
Deanery Synod, which makes them 
also ex-officio members of the PCC. 
We thank those members who have 
retired this year after serving their 
three years on the PCC. The next 
meeting of the PCC will be held in 
the Old School on Wednesday, 11 
May at 7.30pm.

On Sunday, 1 May, Rogation Day, 
after the normal service, we shall be 
having our annual Rogation Walk 
followed by lunch at 1.30pm in the 
Village Hall, Great Longstone. Cost of 
the lunch will be £3 and offers of help 
with food will be gratefully accepted. 
Lists will be put out in church asking 
for names of walkers and diners.
Sunday. 22 May is Trinity Sunday and 
the Flower Festival will be in full 
swing. We need as many volunteers as 
possible to steward in church for the 
whole week, starting on Saturday 21st 
with at least two people on duty at 
anyone session. The rota list will be 
out in church shortly. Please fill in as 
many spaces as you can for this 
important and rewarding duty. Our 
many visitors really appreciate a warm 
welcome and any helpful information 
we can provide. We hope for a good 
week so that the charity we decide to 
support may benefit from our work.     
�



The Roman Catholic Church
6.15pm Saturday Mass at Bakewell
9am 1st Mass at Bakewell (Hassop 1st Sun.)
10.30am Mass at Hassop (Bakewell 1st Sun.)
4.30pm Eucharist Bakewell (2nd Sun.

Sundays & Festivals
1 May Sun Easter 6 - Rogation
2 May Mon Philip & James, Apostles
5 May Thurs Ascension Day
8 May Sun Easter 7
14 May Sat Matthias, The Apostle
15 May Sun Day of Pentecost
22 May Sun Trinity Sunday
26 May Mon Corpus Christi
29 May Sun Trinity 1
31 May Tues Visit of the BVM to 
  Elizabeth 

May Services at Wardlow
1 Sun 9am Family Service
15 Sun 9am Holy Communion

May Services at St. Giles
1 Sun 8am Holy Communion
  10.30am Family Service
  6.30pm Evensong
4 Wed 10am Midweek Communion
  11.30am School Assembly
8 Sun 11.15am Sung Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong
15 Sun 8am Holy Communion
  11.15am Sung Family 
   Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong
18 Wed 11am Holy Communion
   at Thornhill House
22 Sun   11.15am Sung Eucharist
  6.30pm Evensong
29 Sun   11.15am United Churches
   Sung Eucharist
  6.30pm Service at Ashford

May Services at Ashford
1 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
5 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
8 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
12 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
15 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
19 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
22 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
  3pm Patronal Festival
   & Well Blessing
26 Thurs 10am Holy Communion
29 Sun 9.45am Sung Eucharist
  6.30pm 3 Choirs Evensong

May Services at Sheldon
8 Sun 9.00am Holy Communion
22 Sun 9.00am Holy Communion

The Methodist Chapel
Great Longstone

Minister - The Rev. Margaret Roe 812195

Sunday Services at 10.30am

Caroline Storr  writes: 

Following my recent stay in hospital I 
would like to thank everyone for their 
support for Jim and me, including cards, 
phone-calls, visits, flowers, food, good 
wishes and not least, prayers. We have 
been quite overwhelmed by the kind-
ness that has been shown to us and 
can testify to the power of prayer to 
carry us through the most trying of cir-
cumstances. Over Easter particularly, 
when I really wasn’t feeling very well, I 
felt borne up by the thoughts and 
prayers of all our friends in Ashford and 
beyond. So thank you all, very much, 
and I look forward to seeing you round 
and about in due course.

Ashford Churchyard 
Monuments
Visit the web site and now 
find all the monument in-
scriptions with an index of 
names.



Festivals
Revd Clive Thrower writes
This month will see several church and 
community festivals with the patronal 
festival and well blessings in Ashford 
(21-29 May), flower festivals at Long-
stone St. Giles (14-21 May), and Ward-
low (28 May - 4 June). In addition 
there are the church festivals of Roga-
tion (1 May), and Ascension (5 May), 
Pentecost or Whitsun (15 May), Trinity 
(22 May), plus four major saints days 
and Corpus Christi.  One might say 
'any excuse for a party' has gotten out 
of hand! 
Various charities and pressure groups 
have sought to promote their causes by 
having their own special day or week 
each year. For example Christian Aid 
Week have their week this year on 
15-21 May. Their slogan is 'We believe 
in life before death' and they describe it 
as a week of fundraising, prayer and 
action for the world’s poorest people, 
because poverty is a scandal.  It is a 
movement of 4,000 local organisers, 
20,000 supporting churches and 
300,000 dedicated collectors through 
the UK’s biggest house-to-house col-
lection, millions taking action for trade 
justice, a national advertising cam-
paign, and thousands of special events 
and church services.
The festivals do create interest and 
raise cash, our local churches are reli-
ant on the income from these to survive 
and to pass on to other charities. Our 
churches and chapels are the spiritual 
homes of hundreds of people who live 

their lives according to Jesus' com-
mands, trying to make life better for 
others. Our churches are living memo-
rials to the Christian lives of genera-
tions of people that lived here before 
us. For the non-religious they are still 
architectural gems and repositories of 
our national heritage. Please support 
them in any way you can, this month 
there's a festival near you!               �

Ashfold War Memorial Institute
Dorothy Daybell writes
At our last committee meeting there 
was discussion about our position re-
garding the Post Office.   I reported 
fully and it was agreed that the annual 
donation from the Parish Council is the 
only financial way forward – we al-
ready rent the Post Office room for 
only £10 per week, and are responsible 
for heating and its electrical supply, as 
well as insurance other than Post Of-
fice stocks, and for repairs and re-
decoration.   If anybody would like 
more details, I have them in the (huge) 
Post Office folder!   We also need to 
consider re-surfacing the Institute 
frontage because of greatly increased 
wear and tear and this is causing many 
problems, not only financial but be-
cause of drains which are not shown 
on the old plans (dating from pre-sew-
erage times!) and damp-courses, and 
the problem of needing 2-ft. clearance 
above drains to take the weight of new 
surfaces.   Nothing is straightforward  
- roll on well dressings and “ordinary” 
problems!               �



Sheldon News
Ethel Plumtree writes

April, known as the month of sunshine 
and showers, but here is Sheldon it is 
also the month of lambs gambolling in 
the fields, also gardens and roadsides 
covered in daffodils.

Jenny Spafford, who sold her house in 
March, has now bought the house next 
door to the paper shop in Ashford, and 
the people who will eventually live in 
Jenny's old house have two young 
children; this will be good for the vil-
lage as there are so few children in 
Sheldon. Sorry I don't know their 
names as yet.

On 29 March David Blackshaw and 
his long-term partner, Josie, were mar-
ried in St. Lucia in the Caribbean, then 
came back to their home in Ashbourne 
and had a party for all the family - 
Adrienne Blackshaw said it was a 
happy time for them all.

Early in April the house to house col-
lection for N.C.H. raised £54.83. 
Thank you very much to everyone 
who supported the cause.

I recently heard we now have a taxi 
service in Sheldon, it is good to hear of 
new enterprises in our small village.

There will  be cream teas in the 
Hartington Memorial Hall on the   
1 May 2-5pm and a charity stall in aid 
of Derbyshire Dales Crossroads.

Lastly, skip collection in on 21 May�

Ashford WI
Jean Beard writes

At the meeting on 7 April President, 
Mrs. A. Lindsay, informed members 
of the dates that Ashford WI will be 
catering and gave details of the Reso-
lution Meeting on 5 May.  Mrs. M. 
Penson explained “STEP OUT”, the 
way it was proposed to celebrate 90 
years of WI.

The Derbyshire Federation of WI is 
inviting members to walk 90 miles 
between January & December 2005.  
There will be a competition for mem-
bers to enter, which will be to make a 
scrapbook of all their walks.  The win-
ner will be awarded the Elizabeth Bell 
Trophy at the 2006 AGM.

Mrs. Lindsay then welcomed brothers 
Leo & Malcolm Leader, who had 
brought a box of mystery items. Mem-
bers were then invited to write down 
the names and uses of these old and 
strange objects, which were mainly 
domestic items.  Very few guesses 
were correct, but all the objects were 
interesting.

Mrs M. Cadge then thanked the 
speaker for his informative and hu-
morous talk..

Mrs. Jane Frampton won the competi-
tion for the most mysterious object 
and Mrs. M. Penson won the raffle.
Miss A. Hughes acted as Tea Hostess

Next Meeting:  5 May – 
Resolution Meeting

Competition – “Jewelry Box”          �



Main Street, Great Longstone
Bakewell DE45 1TA 

• Free verbal valuations on a Monday 10 -12am.
• Sell your Antiques locally or in London.
• Maximise the price of your Antiques.

 • Advice on investing in antiques.
 • Competitively priced Insurance and Probate Valuations.
 • Single items to complete house contents undertaken.

For an appointment please phone Maureen Child or
Vivienne Milburn on 01629 640210 or Mobile 07870 238788.
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Contact Neil Horton 
Tel. 01629 640210 
or 0114 2883239 

·  General garden maintenance. 

·  Turfing. 

·  Planting -full range of plants available

·  Weed killing/weed control

·  Rockery designing a specialty. 

·  Clearing over grown areas. 

·  Lawn and hedge cutting service. 

·  Commercial and Domestic. 

·  Free estimates for all garden work. 

·  Responsible, Professional, Reliable 
and Friendly service 

Longstone
Hardy Plant

Nursery
Station Road
Nursery
Station Road

Great Longstone

A working nursery growing all our 
own high quality hardy perennials, 
ornamental grasses, herbs and 
shrubs using peat-free compost.
Find us 150yds on the right after 
turning onto Station Rd at the 

village green.

Open 1-5pm
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri.

Or tlephone Lucy Wright
07762 083674 / 01629 640136
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Guide Dogs
Nothing much to report yet – at the time 
of going to press we are still awaiting 
our Bakewell flag-day on 30th April, so 
are hoping for a good result at our first 
event of 2005.    We hope also to have 
a table-space at the Village People’s  
gala at the end of well dressings week.    
Any local helpers welcome!             �

Great Longstone Pre School 

Nearly New Sale

Saturday 7 May 
Longstone Village Hall

10.30am – 12 noon.

Lots of bargains in children’s 
clothes, toys, games, videos, 

books and equipment.
Sellers contact Vikki on 01629 

812956

To mark the end of
Well Dressing Week

a

Special Evening Service
Sunday 29th May

at 6.30pm
in

Holy Trinity Church
Ashford in the Water

The combined choirs of Ashford, 
Bakewell and Great Longstone 

parish churches.

Hartington Hall, Sheldon
Ideal for meetings and parties. 

Excellent new kitchen and com-

fortable chairs. For charges and 

booking availability call

Mrs. P. Lord 01629 812266



Challenge Cancer
through Adventure. 

Deepest to Highest
June 17-19 2005 

Some of those reading this will have been 
to the Ron Beddoes Centre at Beeley, 
otherwise known as the Duke's Barn, pos-
sibly to the Deanery Synod held there 
some years ago. You will have met the the 
Head of Centre, who has worked there 
tirelessly for the last ten years or so, espe-
cially with the work of teaching disabled 
young people that they can still take part 
in the many adventurous activities availa-
ble in the Peak District. Sadly Don has 
had to retire, having been given a terminal 
diagnosis for secondary cancer. He is now 
determining to do an the things he has 
wanted to do for a long time. One of the 
projects he is undertaking along with six 
other outdoor activity enthusiasts, most of 
whom have been working as outdoor ac-
tivity instructors is the setting up of a 
Charitable Trust under the title 'Challenge 
Cancer through Adventure'. 
All seven of us, Don writes, have had 
cancer. Some have been given the all 
clear, some still have regular checks and 
some still undergo treatment. We remain 
active in the outdoors. 
Recently two of our group were told their 
cancer was terminal. We reacted differ-
ently and did different things, but both of 
us chose to spend time enjoying adventur-
ous activities with people we love. 
We all realize that many people in the 
same position are not able to fit in that last 
great trip, or to try something they have 
always wanted to do. Sometimes because 
they cannot afford the expense or they 
feel that they do not have the time. They 

may not know how to contact the right 
people to support them or they thought 
that it was just not possible. 
We want to make a difference to the qual-
ity of life for people with cancer so to-
gether with our friends and families we 
have formed 'Challenge Cancer through 
Adventure'. Our intention is to raise 
awareness in others that having cancer 
doesn't mean having to stop being active. 
We are aiming to raise £50,000 to start a 
fund to enable others living in Derbyshire 
to enjoy the longed for adventure of a 
lifetime. Sadly one member of our group 
recently died from his cancer, highlighting 
the possible rapid progression of this ill-
ness and the need to do things whilst you 
can. 
To launch this fund, Don and his friends 
are completing a journey from the Deepest 
(the bottom of Giant's Hole, a cave in the 
Peak District, 128m underground) to the 
summit of Scafell Pike in the Lake District 
(978m above ground).This will involve, 
caving, cycling, canoeing the length of 
Lake Windermere, cross-country running 
and finally climbing. 
There are many charities and many cancer 
charities, but if you would like to support 
this very specific and local charity by 
sponsoring Don or one of the participants, 
or
by making a direct donation , or by organ-
ising a local event amongst your friends or 
if would just like to know a little more 
about the aims of the charity, please con-
tact 'Challenge Cancer through Adven-
ture' by ringing Don Mabbs on 01433 631 
636,or Gill Jones on 01433 651412 or 
Michael Gowdey on 01629 814121. Any 
direct donations should be sent to The Ron 
Beddoes Centre at The Duke's Barn, 
School Lane, Beeley, Derbyshire, DE4 
2NU.Thank you for reading this.



WELL DRESSING  
Phyllis Sheldon writes
At the committee meeting on Friday, April 
15 members were delighted to receive 
copies of fullcolour posters, flyers, and 
car-stickers for the forthcoming well 
dressings and Village Gala, beautifully 
designed and printed by Gwen and Ian 
Pykett with help from Alan Handley who 
laminated some of the posters. 
Over 80 posters have been mailed to li-
braries, post offices, radio stations, etc. 
Others are being displayed locally and in 
surrounding villages. Committee members 
gleefully grabbed a selection to distribute 
elsewhere. It is hoped this publicity, to-
gether with the Ashford web site on the 
Internet, will bring lots of visitors to our 
village for the well dressings, and to the 
Gala organised by the Village People. 
A lot of work has been done to bring us to 
this point, with a great deal yet to under-
take! However, the committee heard that 
most of the arrangements for well dress-
ings were coming along nicely. 
Our strong young men will soon be putting 
the boards into the river, digging natural 
clay and bagging it for immersion in the 
water. 
On Friday, May 13 the boards will be 
dragged out onto the river bank at the 
Sheepwash for 'claying'. As the puddling 
of natural clay is a bit more labour inten-
sive all willing hands are asked to meet by 
the river at 5-30pm. A jolly, but muddy 
evening is guaranteed! 
Dressing begins Saturday or Sunday after 
the boards have dried out a little. 
Glyn Hardy has settled in well as chairman 
and is proving to be a good 'anchor-man'. 
A bonus of Glyn's continuing involvement 
in Ashford well dressings is that his pretty 
young daughter, Alex, who is the current 
Bakewell Carnival Queen, will be officiat-
ing at some of the Gala events. 

Chairman Glyn felt we should have one 
more committee meeting before the festi-
val to tie up any loose ends to enable, we 
hope, the well dressings to run smoothly 
and fixed a meeting for Wednesday, May 
11 at 7-30pm in the old school. 
The well dressings will just about be over 
before the next issue of the Parish Maga-
zine so we would like to wish everyone 
involved a happy, rain-free festival. 
Please remember with so much to be done 
there is always room for another pair of 
hands. If you feel able to offer help in any 
way, strong young men to join our heavy 
gang are particularly welcome, please 
ring 813005 or see any committee mem-
ber. 
Budding petallers may just turn up at the 
making of the wells. Petalling demonstra-
tions will be held in the churchyard on 
Monday, May 23 and Thursday, May 26 
at 3pm, too late for this year but you may 
decide to take part next time!

Well Dressing Week May 21-29 2005
With Gala & Flower Festival

May 21-29     • Well Dressing
         • Flower Festival
         • Scarecrow Competition
         • In Village Gardens
Sat. May 21   • Sheepwash 
           Demonstration (3.00pm)
Sun. May 22  • Well Blessing & Parade
Tues. May 24 • Sports Evening
Sat. May 28   • Boat Race on the Wye
Sun. May 29  • Gala, opened by the 
       Dowager Duchess of Devonshire
… with  - Children's Fun Fair 
 - Maypole Dancing 
 - Beeston District Band 
 - Buxton Billarettes 
 - Balloon Release 
 - Bakewell Carnival Queen



Magazine Contributions
Copy deadline for the May issue is 
Wed. 20 Apr. Disk or clean typed 
by Mon. 25 Apr.

Editor: e-mail to 
clive@thrower.org.uk or post to The 
Vicarage, Church Lane, Gt. Long-
stone, Bakewell DE45 1TB.

Bakewell & Ashford Film Society

Bash Films

Sunday 8 May 2005 7:30pm
Bakewell Town Hall

The Draughtsman’s Contract

The Draughtsman’s Contract is 
a film of murder and intrigue set 
in the 17th century.  The plot 
takes place around a marvelous 
mansion and the exaggerated 
costumes match the extraordi-
nary situation in which the char-
acters find themselves.  Peter 
Greenaway wrote and directed 
this film where each scene con-
tains a clue to the enigma.  He likens 
his tale to an ‘Agatha Christy’ but 
without the grand finale where all 
the suspects are gathered together 
for the revealing of the truth.  
The plot is full of theoretical reflec-
tions on the difference between see-
ing and knowing, is an exuberant if 

knotty entertainment as much for 
the mind as for the eye.  The wilful 
jauntiness of Michael Nyman’s 
score, based on motifs lifted form 
Purcell, offers a deliciously ironic 
counterpoint to the events on 
screen.                     �

Friends of Longstone School 
Lottery Winners April 2005
 1st Sara Clarke
 2nd Sue Kreit
 3rd Judith Rimmer
Sally Kehr                                        �

Patrick McLoughlin
Member of Parliament

You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Email: mcloughlinp@parliament.uk

Regular advice bureaux
Please call for details: 01332 558125

Working for West Derbyshire


